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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world, between the 
oppressors and the oppressed of all countries, 
a struggle between the capitalist and the la- 
borer, which grows in intensity from year to 
year, and will work disastrous results to the 
toiling millions, if they -_ not combined for 
mutual protection and bene 

It therefore behooves a representatives of 
the Trades and Labor Unions of America, in 
Convention assembled, to adopt such measures 
and disseminate such principles among the me- 
chanics and laborers of our country as will per- 
manently unite them, to secure the recognition 
of the rights to which they are justly entitled. 

We therefore declare ourselves in favor of 
the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Labor Organization. in 
America, organized under the trades union 
system of organization. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ArticLeE I.—NAME. 


Section 1. This association shall be known 
as “The American Federation of Labor,” and 
shall consist of such Trades and Labor Un 
ions as shall conform to its rules and regu- 
lations. 

ArtTicLeE II.—Osyjects. 


Section 1. The objects of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
local Trades and Labor Unions, and the closer 
Federation of such societies through the organi- 
zation of Central Trades and Labor Unions in 
every city, and the further combination of such 
bodies into state, territorial, or provincial or- 
ganizations, to secure legislation in the inter- 
ests of the working masses 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National and 
International Trades Unions, based upon a 
strict recognition of the autonomy of each trade 
and the promotion and advancement of such 
bodies. 


Sec. 3. An American Federation of all Na- 
tional Trades Unions, to aid and assist each 
other; and, furthermore, to secure National 
Legislation in the interests of the working peo- 
ple, and influence public opinon, by peaceful 
and legal methods, in favor of Organized La- 
bor. 

Sec. 4. To aid and encourage the labor press 
of America. 


ArticLe III.—Conventrion. 


Section 1. The Convention of the Federa- 
tion shall be held annually, on the second 
Tuesday in December, at such place as the 
delegates have selected at the preceding Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Convention 
the President shall take the chair and call the 
Convention to order, and preside until his 
successor is elected. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, consist- 
ing of five members each, shall be appointed by 
the President; 1st, Credentials; 2d, Rules 
and Order of Business; 3d, Report of Presi- 
dent; 4th, Report of Secretary; 5th, Finance; 
6th, Resolutions; 7th, Constitution; 8th, Or- 
ganization; 9th, Labels and Boycotts. 


ARTICLE 1V.—REPRESENTATION. 


Section 1. The basis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National or 
International Unions, for less than four thous- 
and members, one delegate; four thousand or 
more, two delegates; eight thousand or more, 
three delegates; sixteen thousand or more, 
four delegate thirty-two thousand or more, 
five delegates, and so on; and from each Local 
or District Trades organization or federated 
body, not connected with, or having a National 
or International head, affiliated with this Fed- 
eration, one delegate. 

Sec. 2. Questions may be decided by divi- 
sion or a show of hands, but if a call of the 
roll is demanded, each detegate shall cast one 
vote for every one hundred members, or major 
fraction thereof, he represents; but no City 
or State Federation shall be allowed more than 
one vote. 

Sec. 3. No organization which has seceded 
or has been suspended or expelled from any 
National or International organization connected 
with the Federation, shall be allowed a rep- 
resentation or recognition in this Federation. 

Sec. 4. No organization shall be entitled to 
representation unless such organization has ap- 
plied for and obtained a certificate of affilia- 
tion at least one month prior to the Conven- 
tion from the President of the Federation. 

Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union or City 
or State Federation of Labor, or any other 
central body of delegates, shkll admit to their 
councils delegates from any local organization 
that is hostile to the objects of this Federa- 
tion, or that has been suspended or expelled 
by a National or International organization of 
their trade, under penalty or being denied rep- 
resentation in general conventions of this Fed- 
eration. 











ArTICLE V.—OFFICERS. 


Section 1. The Officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, two Vice-Presi- 


dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer to be 
elected by the Convention. 
Sec. 2. Should a vacancy in any office oc- 


cur between the annual meetings of the Con- 
vention, such vacancies shall be filled by the 
President of the Federation, by and with the 
consent of the Executive Council. When a 
vacancy occurs in the office of President, the 
Vice-Presidents shall succeed in their respective 
order. 

Sec. 3. The President and Secretary shall 
be members of the succeeding Convention in 
case they are not delegates, but without vote. 


Article VI.—Duti£Es oF OFFICERS. 


Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at all general conventions, to 
attend to all correspondences, publish a small 
quarterly circular on Feb. 28, May 31, Aug. 
31, and Nov. 30, receipt for all monies, pay 
all bills, and travel with the consent of the 
Executive Council, wherever required in the 
interests of the Federation. His salary shall 
be $1,200 per year, payable weekly, with mile- 
age and expenses. 

Sec. 2. The President shall have power to 
employ a clerk at such salary as shall be fixed 
by the Executive Council. The President shall 
publish his financial report in the quarterly 
circular and send ten copies to each affiliated 
body, and such additional number of copies as 
may be ordered and paid for by any organiza- 
tion connected with the Federation. 


Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary to keep the minutes of the convention 
and to attend to such business as may be de- 
cided by the Executive Council. 


ArTICcLE VII.—ExecuTive CounciL. 


Section 1. The Officers shall be on Execu- 
tive Council with power to watch legislative 
measures directly affecting the interests of 
working people, and to initiate, whenever nec- 
essary, such legislative action as the Conven- 
tion may direct. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organize new National 
or International Trades Unions, and to organize 
local Trades Unions and connect them with the 
Federation, until such time as there are a suffi- 
cient number to form a National or Interna- 
tional Union, when it shall be the duty of the 
President ot the 
organization is formed. 


Sec. 3. While we recognize the right of 
each trade to manage its own affairs, it shall 
be the duty of the Executive Council to secure 
the unification of all labor organizations, so 
far as to assist each other in any justifiable 
boycott, and with voluntary financial help of 
the organizations connected with the A. F. L,. 
in the event of a strike or lockout, when duly 
approved by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 4. When a strike has been approved 
by the Executive Council, the particulars of 
the difficulty, even if it be a lockout, shall be 
explained in a circular issued by the President 
of the Federation to the Unions affiliated there- 
with. It shall then be the duty of all affiliated 


societies to urge their Local Unions and mem- 
bers to make liberal financial donations in aid 
of the working people involved. 


CONSTITUTION 


Federation to see that such 
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ArticLte VIII.—REvENvE. 


Section 1. The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived from International, National, 
District or local Trade (and Labor) Unions, 
who shall pay to the President of the Federa- 
tion a per capita tax of one-fourth of one cent 
per month per member in good standing; and 
from Central Labor Unions or city and State 
rederated bodies, $25 per annum. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to a 
seat in this Federation unless the tax of their 
organization, as provided for in Section 1 of 
this Article, has been paid in full. 

Sec. 3. Any organization, affiliated with this 
Federation, not paying its per capita tax on or 
before the 15th of each month, shall be notified 
of the fact by the President of the Federation, 
and if at the end of three months, it is still 
in arrears, it shall be suspended from member- 
ship in the Federation, and can only be rein- 
stated by vote of the Convention, when such 
arrearages are paid in full. 

Sec. 4. Each society affiliated with this Fed- 
eration, shall make a quarterly report of its 
standing and progress to the President of the 
Federation. 

Sec. 5. Whenever the revenue of the Fed- 
eration shall warrant such action, the Execu- 
tive Council shall authorize the sending out of 
Trades Union speakers, from place to place, 
in the interests of the Federation. 

Sec. 6. The funds of the Federation shall 
be banked under the supervision of three 
Trustees, who shall be selected by the Execu- 
tive Council, and shall be residents of the 
same city with the Treasurer. The Trustees 
shall report quarterly to the President the 
amount so banked. No money shall be paid 
out only in conformity with the rules laid down 
by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 7. The accounts of the year shall be 
closed fourteen days prior to the assembling of 
the Convention, and a balance sheet, duly certi- 
fied, shall be presented to the same. 

Sec. 8. The remuneration for loss of time 
by members of the Executive Council or speak- 
ers engaged by them shall be $3 per day and 
traveling and hotel expense. 


ArtTIcLE IX.—MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section 1. In all questions not covered by 
this Constitution, the Executive Council shall 
have power to make rules to govern the same, 
and shall report accordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the President of the Federation, by 
and with the consent of the Executive Council, 
to all National and International, and _ local 
bodies affiliated with this Federation. 

Sec. 3. Any seven wage workers of good 
character, and favorable to Trades Unions, and 
not members of any body affiliated with this 
Federation, who will subscribe to this Consti- 
tution, shall have the power to form a local 


, body, to be known as a “Federal Labor Un- 


ion,” and they shall hold regular meetings for 
the purpose of strengthening and advancing the 
Trades Unions movement, and shall have the 
power to make their own rules in conformity 
with this Constitution, and shall be granted a 
local certificate by the President of this Fed- 
eration, provided the request for a certificate 
be endorsed by the nearest Local or National 
Trades Union officials connected with this Fed- 
eration. 

Sec. 4. The certificate fee for affiliated 
bodies shall be $5, payable to the President of 
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the Federation, and which shall accompany the 
application. 

Sec. 5. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city, belonging to a National 
or International Union, affiliated with this Fed- 
eration, they may organize a Trades Assembly 
or Central Labor Union, or join such body, if 
already in existence. 


ARTICLE X.—AMENDMENTS. 
Section 1. This Constitution can be amended 





or altered only at a regular session of the 
Convention and to do so, it shall require a 


two third vote. 
WILLIAM WEIHE, 
P. J. McGUIRE, 
JOHN McBRIDE, 
JAMES DUNCAN, 
R. H. METCALFE, 
Committee on Constitution. 





Maun AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES ATTENDING THE SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION OF 


THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, 


THE NAMES OF THE ORGANIZATIONS AND 1HB 


NUMBER OF SUBORDINATE UNIONS OR BRANCHES REPRESENTED. 








| Numper| Number | 
lor D M of Unions| 
NAME OF SOCIETY ieee OF DELE r NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES. 
GATES, I 
pea a an oe Branches. | 
. | ‘William J. Dill n, yi - 
American Flint Glass W orkers’| 4 * if sior Block, Ato 16, Excel 
MPMI, cn dnde cudsed-cneces Susser caacue | 2 1d. H. Burtt, 3326 Eoft Street, Wheel- 


Bakers, Journeymen's National) 
Union .. 
es Journeymen’ s ‘National| 


WES condncbosicceeeeds ove coGeeRs 1 
Boatmen’s International Union.. 1 
Brewers’ National Union 2 


Brushmakers’ International 
WIG OF AMEFICHs 000. cccecccvedes 1 


Carpenters’ and Joiners’ Union 
of America, Brotherhood of..... 4 


Cigarmakers’ Taternetional Union 
OF MMIC His os. cesdetcctecscs seuss 4 


Coal Miners’ Benevolent and Pro- 


tective Association, of Illinois... 1 
Coal Miners’ Amalgamated Asso- 
GHRIOT OF CD wees ceccccces ccvess 2 


Coal Miners’ Amalgamated Asso- 
ciation of i — 


PR TE neddce - Scucbvecsens as 2 
Furniture Workers’ International 
Tr ee eee 1 
Granite Cutters’ National Union 
Rr ee 1 
Horse Collar Makers’ National 
PEs ov caves concccesds ocesecs. cusses 1 


Iron Molders’ Union of North 
PIs 6 00. 0:6 6066 socccvesivcdnycce 








| ing, W. Va 


= \George G. Block, 190 William Street, 
72 | New York, 


18 |Edward Finklestone, 431 Second Ave- 
} nue, New York, 
1 jJames J. Melloy, 26 Albany Street, 
New York. 
{ Gustave Linsi. 915 E. Pratt Street, 
45 } Baltimore, Md. 
} Louis C. P. Riege, 1551 Second Ave- 
| nue, New York. 
John A. Orem, 543 Townsend Street, 
4 Baltimore, Md. 


[Pe McGuire, Box 884, Philadelphia, 


G. Edmonston, 805 11th Street, N. W., 

} Washington, D.C 

353 \ John Kane 193 Berkeley Street, 
Toronto, Vanada. 

J. E. Fallis, 1438 Warren Street, St. 


| Louis, Mo. 
{Samuel Gompers, 332 E. 8th Street, 
| New York. 
| Fred Haller, 289 East 75th Street, 
‘ ; New York. 
263 \ John S. Kirchner, 543 Dillwyn St., 


| Philadel] phia, Pa. 
J. F. Mahoney, Mansion House, 
Pp | Springfield, Mass. 
32 Daniel McLaughlin, Braidwood, Ill. 
150 § John McBride, Masillon, Ohio. 

) Chris Evans, New Straitsville, O. 


(J. A. Trimbath, Uniontown, Fayette 
31 Co., Pa. 

) Wm. Mullen, Scottdale, Pa. 
i Henry Emrich, 339 East 21st St., New 
25 York. 


James Duncan, maa’ Scott St., Balti 
69 more, Md. 
Thos. Holland, 910 0’ ‘Fallon Street, St. 
16 Louis, Mo. 


(P. F. Fitzpatrick, Box 388, Cincin- 
| nati. Ohio. 
|} John H. Kenney, Box 109, Norwalk, 


249 4 Conn 


| R. H. Metcalfe, 560 Queen St., West, 
| Toronto, Canada. 
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| NUMBER 


NAME OF SOCIETY REPRESENTED.|OF Dutr-|/° 
| GATES. 





Iron and Steel Workers, National 
Amalgamated Association of.. 


Metal Workers’ National Union of| 
North America.. .| 
— eapggenete United Association 


Painters and Decorators of Amer-| 
ica, Brotherhood of.. 

Shoe Lasters’ New England Pro-| 
tective Umion.........ssccececesees | 


Tailors’ (Custom), National Union.} 


Tailors’ Progressive Union of | 
BI 055k oss vcvnss 00sec evsesse 

Textile Workers’ Progressive 
Union of America............. 000 


[aes International 


Typographia, German American.. 
Umbrella and Walking Stick 
Dressers’ Union, of Jersey City. 


Waiters’ Union No.1,of New York 
ae * Labor Union of Brooklyn, 


— Labor Union of Cincin- 
Central Labor Union of Phiiadel- 
ON ae ee 


Central Trades and Labor Union, 
eS Tre 


Federation of Labor, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 


Federated Trades eneoenee: Mil- 
waukee, Wis. kaw 


State Federation of Massachusetts 
State Federation of New Jersey.. 


"ee and Labor Council, Detroit. 

Trade and Labor Gouncii, Read- 
| Rg rr rare 

Trade and Labor Assembly, Chi- 
cago, I 





2 


iw) 





Number | 
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of Unions) 


or 


Branches. 


74 
61 


40 


wy 
8 


‘omen AND ADDKESSES OF DELEGATES. 





William Weihe, 512-514 Smithfield 
| St., hg se Pa. 
|} William Martin, ee Smithfield 
1} St., Pittsburg, P. 
| | Jas. H. Nutt, 624 Alice St., Youngs- 
| town, Ohio. 
Geo. W. Appel. 90 E. Lombard Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 


John Morrison, Washington, N. J. 
|Kdward J. Pender, 841 Washington 
| St., New York. 


\J. T. Eliot, 1314 North Fulton Avenue, 

Baltimore Md. 

Edw. L. Daley, Box 219, Lynn, Mass. 
| witiam H. Marden, Box 42, Stone- 
| ham. Mass. 

Joseph Wilkinson, 135 West 25th St., 
| New York. 


Frederick Riibenkdnig, Jr.. 
son Street, Baltimore. 
Isaac B. Miller , 2822 Howard Street, 

Philadelphia Pa. 
(L. W. McDaniel, Hasselman Journal 
' 


1510 Jeffer- 
Md. 


. Indianapolis, Ind. 

\ Harry M. Ogden, Lnquirer Compos- 
ing Room, Cincinnati, 
Hugo Miller, 115 Park Row, New York. 


H. I’. Trapper, 57 Beacon Street, Jer- 
sey Citv, N. J. 

Julius Wiener, 141 Norfolk Street 
New York. 


Ss. ees. 396 Broadway, Brooklyn, 
> © 2 


F, yr 36 Green Street, Cleve- 
land O. 

Otto A. Seusser, 37 Lotte Street, Cin- 
cinnati. O. 

A. M. Kirchner, 877 Lawrence Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa 

Wm. Schillig, 1443 Clinton Street, St. 
Louis Mo. 

(Samuel B. Hasson, 38 N. Eden St., 
} Baltimore, Md. 
| “ees Shipley. 
M Baltimore, Md. 

Appleaghen, 610 State Street, Mil- 

A Wis 

E. F. Mc Sweeny, 154 Main St., Marl- 
boro, Mass 

{ Jos. P. McDonnell, 
, Paterson, N. J. 
\H. F. Trapper 57 
| Jersey City, N. 


Samuel Goldwater, 

Detroit. Mich. 
Wm. sh. McKinney, Mineral Spring 
Road and Clymer, St.. Reading, Pa. 
Robert T. Swallow, 2907 Fifth Avenue, 
| Chicago, Ill. 


555 Pressman St., 


Labor Standard, 


Beacon Street, 


125 2ist Street, 








This roll shows 58 delegates representing 40 organizations, with 2,421 subordinate unions 


or branches and a total membership of 600.340 members in good standing: 


including the 


Federal Clubs and Local Unions affiliated with the A. F. of L., but not sending delegates to 
the Baltimore Convention. 
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SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


HELD AT 


Baltimore, Maryland, December 13 to 17, 1887 


Report of Proceedings. First Day—Morning Session. 


Concordia Hall, 
Baltimore, Md., December 13, 1887. 


The Second Annual Convention of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor assembled at *Con- 
cordia Hall, Baltimore, Md., and was called to 
order at 10:30 A. M. by Mr. Samuel Gompers, 
President of the Federation. 

The stage was handsomely ornamented by 
trade banners of the local Typographical, Cig- 
armakers’ and Carpenters’ Unions, and by Uni- 
ted States flags and suitable decorations fur- 
nished by the Baltimore Federation of Labor. 

Mayor Latrobe, of Baltimore, was escorted 
to the stage by the Reception Committee of 
the Baltimore Federation, and in a felicitous 
address welcomed the delegates to the hospital- 
ity of the city of Baltimore, and congratulated 
them on the successful work of the Federation. 

President Samuel Gompers responded in be- 
half of the Federation, and thanked the Mayor 
for the kindly welcome and courtesy extended 
to the delegates. 


Mr. N. B. Talbot, President of the Balti- 
more Federation of Labor, thereupon addressed 
the delegates, extending to them the hearty 
greetings of-the organized workingmen of Bal- 
timore. 

After Mr. Talbot’s address, President Gom- 
pers declared the Convention open for the 
transaction of business, and on motion a Com- 
mittee on Credentials was appointed as fol- 
lows: 


Committee on Credentials—Wm. H. Mar- 
den, Ambrose M. Kirchner, Harry M. Ogden, 
John Kane and Edward Kinklestone. 

Mr. Samuel Hasson, of Baltimore, extended 
a cordial invitation to the delegates to attend 
the levee of the Cigarmakers’ Union, to be 
held this evening at Concordia Hall. By un- 
animous consent, the invitation was accepted. 

The Convention then adjourned to meet at 


2:30 P. M., to then hear the report of the 
Committee on Credentials. 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Convention reassembled at 2:30 P. M., Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair. Committee on 
Credentials reported as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 
Baltimore, Md., December 13, 1887. 

Mr. President: Your Committee on Creden- 
tials beg leave to report that they have exam- 
ined the credentials submitted to them, and the 
following named delegates are entitled to seats 
and votes in this Convention, to represent the 
organizations named. 


(See list of delegates on pages 5 and 6.) 

The credentials from the Journeymen Shoe 
makers Protective Union No. 1, of New York, 
we beg leave to submit to the Convention 
without recommendation, and ask for further 
time to investigate the credentials of the dele- 
gates from the Tailor’s Progressive Union. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. H. Mz maa ’ 

JOHN KAN 
HARRY M. OGDEN, 
EK. FINKELSTC 
AMB ROSE M. KIRCHNER. 
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EXCLUSION OF WASHINGTON DELEGATES. Shoemakers’ delegate until after report »f the 
J. S. Kirchner moved the report of the Com- Executive Council was read. Carried. 
mittee on Credentials be received and adopted, On motion further time was granted the 
with exception of that part favoring the ad- Committee on Credentials to consider the case 
mission of delegates from the Federation of of the delegate of the Progressive Tailors. 
Labor of Washington, D. C., Mr. Kirchner Motion was made that the report of the 


claimed said body was not fully in sympathy Committee on Credentials, as amended, be 
with the trades-union movement, as it was adopted as a whole. Carried. 


overwhelmingly composed of Knights of Labor H. Shanninger, of Baltimore, was appointed 
Assemblies. Sergeant-At-Arms by consent of the delegates. 
Messrs. E. W. Oyster and J. Harvey, dele- Hugh McGregor was appointed Messenger. 
gates of the Washington Federation, defended Moved all resolutions be referred to the 
their rights to seats. After a long and animated Committee on Resolutions, without debate. 
debate, participated in by Messrs. Ogden, Mc- E. W. McDaniels moved to lay the whole 
ride, Haller, McDaniels, McGuire, Block and subject over until after report of Committee 
others, on motion the previous question was or- on Rules is presented. By unanimous consent 
dered, and a rising vote was taken, with the the whole subject was laid over. 
following result: 38 ayes and 7 nays in favor At request of President Gompers, Mr. Wm. 
of non-concurring in the report of the Com- Weihe took the chair, to give Mr. Gompers 
mittee on Credentials in regard to seating the opportunity to read the annual report of the 
delegates of the Washington Federation. Pres- Executive Council. 
ident Gompers then ruled that E. W. Oyster J. T. Elliott moved that reading of re- 
and J. Harvey consequently were not entitled ports of officers be laid over until to-morrow 
to seats as delegates in this Convention. morning’s session. Previous question ordered 


@he balance of the committee’s report on and motion to lay over was lost by a large 
credentials was then taken up. The credentials majority. 
of the Journeymen Shoemakers’ Protective Un- President Samuel Gompers then proceeded to 
ion No. 1, of New York, as reporte] without read. his annual report, which was presented 
recommendation, were next discussed. Motion in printed form, and a copy supplied to each 
was made to lay over the credentials of the delegate. The report is as follows: 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


Delegates to the Second Session of the American Federation of Labor: 


Fellow Workmen: We meet again, at the close of another year, to re-assert our fidelity to 
the glorious traditions of trade unionism, to review our past, to feed the sacred fire of brotherly 
sympathy, to take counsel how to change and improve the conditions of labor, and to re-affrm our 
faith in the ultimate emancipation of the class to which we have the honor to belong. 

We are faithful to the traditions, the theory and methods of the trade union, not only be- 
cause the trade union is the historic and natural form of working class organization; but also be- 
cause trade unionism teaches that it is man’s duty to live as a social, and not merely as a 
selfish being; and because membership in the union of a trade is the best possible guarantee of 
the member’s integrity, usefulness and social worth. 

We review the past because we are convinced that the labor movement can have no surer, no 
other guide than that furnished by human experience. We seek counsel because we recognize 
that all are wiser than any one, that the whole is greater than a part. We seek to revive the 
sense of sympathy, of fraternity, because we acknowledge the grand truth and the supreme good- 
ness of the aspiration for the unity and brotherhood of man. 

We, the defenders of the young but rapidly developing trade union movement in America, 
should be comforted and inspired by the knowledge that we do not stand alone and unsupported 
in the struggle to secure better conditions for the working classes. The formation and rapid 
development of the American Federation of Labor has been hailed with the heartiest expressions 
of joy and hope on the part of many trade unionists in other lands. In this connection it is 
particularly agreeable for me to state that the first official tender of sympathy and co-operation 
was made by the Federation Francaise. des Travailleurs du Livre, the Typographical Union of 
France. While I am now speaking there are numberless gatherings of men and women, in 

many cities, in many lands, on several continents, speaking in many languages, but all con- 
verging to one idea and filled by the same aspiration. On the continent of Australia, and 
several of the adjacent islands, trade unions have taken deep root in the affections of the 
people, and the eight-hour work- day has for many years been the unwritten but effective law 
of the land. On the continent of Europe the trade union movement is slowly but none the 
less surely leading the more advanced minds from the dark valley of anarchical, revolutionary, 
‘class hatred to the upper region of a truly organic system. In Great Britian and Ireland, the 
cradle of our now universal movement, the Twentieth Annual Trade Union Congress unani- 
mously adopted a resolution, ‘To bring about united action on questions directly affecting the 
interests of labor,” by means of an International Congress. It is almost needless to say that it is 
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my earnest desire that America shall be worthily represented at said Congress, an official invita- 
tion to attend which having been received from the Secretary of the Trades Union Congress Par- 
liamentary Committee, Mr. Henry Broadhurst. 

Within the past few weeks I have had the pleasure of a visit from Mr. Wm. R. Cremer and 
Mr. Halley Stewart, British Members of Parliament, who are now in this country taking 
initiatory steps toward the negotiation of a treaty between the United States and the British 
Empire to submit all questions whiclt cannot be settled by diplomatic agencies to arbitration. 
Arrangements have been made so that you may have the pleasure of listening to the arguments 
of the aforesaid gentlemen and of Sir George Campbell, who is also a member of the same 
respected delegation. 

And now I would call your attention to the fact that the annual report of the various 
Bureaus of Labor Statistics. show a large and abnormal increase in the employment of women 
and children in many industries. It becomes our duty to endeavor to modify the evils result- 
ing from such employment. We know to our regret that too often are wives, sisters and 
children brought into the factories and workshops only to reduce the wages and displace the 
labor of men—the heads of families. First and foremost, we should bend our ener gies to the 
organization of laboring women in trade unions, and secure education for the children The 
children must be protected alike from the ignorant greed of their parents as well as the Tapa- 
cious avarice of their employers. 

The demand for ‘‘Equal pay for equal work regardless of sex” is only a demand made by 
trade unions but often enforced at the cost of hardships and sacrifices entailed by bitter and 
prolonged strikes. It is one thing to mouth a sentiment and another to make sacrifices for its 
achievement. 

The trades unions of England have female delegates at their conventions. The Federation 
has had the same. 


MACHINERY DISPLACING LABOR. 


I must now refer to one of the most important facts with which the labor movement has to 
grapple. The displacement of labor by machinery in the past few years has exceeded that 
of any like period in jour history. The United States Commissioner of Labor in his report on 
“Industrial depression’? says: ‘One man with the McKay~ machine can handle 300 pairs of 
shoes per day, while, without the machine he could handle but five pairs in the same time.” 

In the broom industry ‘ ‘each machine displaces three men. 

Carpet industry—‘In spinning alone it would take by the old methods from seventy-five to 
one hundred times the number of operatives now employed to turn out the same amount of work.” 

Hats—The displacement has been ‘in the proportion of nine to one. 

Cotton industry—‘It is quite generally agreed that there has been a displacement, taking all 
processes of cotton manufacture into consideration, in the proportion of three to one. 

Manufacture of flour—‘‘Three-fourths of the manual labor has been displaced.” 

Furniture—‘‘From one-half to three-fourths are now only required to do the same work.” 

Metals—‘‘Manual labor decreases thirty-three and one-third per cent.’ 

Musical instruments—“‘One boy does the work of twenty-five men. 

Coal mining—“One hundred miners, getting out two hundred tons of coal per day.” Two 
machines with fourteen men mine forty tons per day.” 

Paper—‘‘A machine now run by four men and six girls will do the work formerly done by 
one hundred persons. 


” 


“There has been a displacement of fifty per cent of the labor formerly 





required.’ 7 , ; ep ; 

Woolens—‘ ‘W eaving, one machine equals six persons; in spinning, one machine equals 
twenty persons.’ 

Wall paper—‘‘The best evidence puts the displacement in the proportion of one hundred 
to one.’ 

These quotations are taken from the report of 1886, pp. 85, 86 and 87, closing with July, 


, 1885. It can be.readily understood that since that time the displacement has been going on with 


undiminished intensity. In this same report the Commissioner states that on July 1, 1885, there 
were no less than 998,839 working people out of employment. Surely the indications are that 
this vast army of unemployed has not since decreased. 

Is it not time that something should be done to reclaim from misery the many thousands of 
good and true men whose only fault is that they have stomachs to fill, with ready and willing 
hands to supply their wants, but continually receiving the stereotyped reply in answer to their 
appeals for work, ‘‘No job open.” 

HOURS OF LABOR. 


Much can be done by the trade unions to relieve the distress caused by the displacement of 
labor by machinery. Within the past few years the trades unions have sought and in many 
instances secured a reduction in the hours of labor; for a brief period there has been a stag- 
nation in this direction. 

I appeal to the trades unions of the country to go on in this work. The answer to all op- 
ponents to the reduction of the hours of labor could well be given in these words: “That so long 
as there is one man who seeks employment and cannot obtain it, the hours of labor are too long.” 

And now you will permit me to direct your attention to facts of a more special nature: When 
in Columbus, Ohio, last year, the representatives of various trade unions‘ met and devised 
means whereby their organizations could be protected from the onslaughts of insidious and 
unscrupulous enemies, each and every union was in direct peril. In consequence of the false 
teachings of ignorant and metaphysical reformers trade unions were denounced as effete and 
fossilized institutions, and every enemy of labor or superficial braggart had his hand and voice 
raised against them. 

It affords me pleasure to be able to record not only the marvelous growth of trades unions, 
their large increase in membership, the nationalization of a number of the then fragmentary 
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unions; but more important still is the general recognition of the trades union form of organiza- 
—, methods of transacting business and policy of independence and autonomy in all trade 
affairs. 

It is of course difficult to exactly state the numerical strength of an organization such as 
ours whose divisions are yet in the course of formation. It must be borne in mind that the 
American Federation of Labor is composed of not only National and International Unions, but 
also of a number of State Federations, Federal Labor Unions, local Trade Unions, Central 
Labor Unions, Trades Councils and Assemblies. 

As a matter of fact a few National Unions hold themselves aloof from the general movement 
of labor, or have not yet formally affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, yet all bona 
fide, unions are united by a common polity, and all are agreed in according the Federation the 
hegemony and direction of the labor movement. It is my sincere wish that the day is not so 
far distant when every union in the land will be in full unison with us. 


STATE BRANCHES. 


It also becomes my duty to report to you that in my opinion the policy mapped out by the 
annual convention of the American Federation of Labor must be pursued by its State and sub- 
ordinate branches. I am led to this statement by the fact that there is a danger that State 
branches may run counter to the general policy and create a want of that cohesion necessary to 
success. In all matters not essential there should be the largest scope; in others there must 
be a unity of purpose. 


FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 


Quite a number of Federal Labor Unions have been organized within the past year, and I 
recommend that greater efforts should be made to augment their number. There are not a few 
trades and callings in small towns, and even in large cities, which furnish employment to only a 
small number of people. Thousands, and hundreds of thousands, of such workers exist in 
these places and work under disadvantageous conditions simply because they are strangers to 
organization. That they exercise an influence upon the conditions of labor and frequently off- 
set and neutralize the efforts of unions in other places will not be gainsaid. To organize such 
Federal Labor Unions should receive a considerable part of our attention. As soon as a suf- 
ficient number of a given trade or calling are gathered in Federal Labor Unions they should 
be required to attach themselves to the National Union of their trade, if one exists; and if none 
exist they should be required to form a National Union. 

The Federal Labor Unions may prove valuable auxiliaries to the trade union movement if the 
requirements I have outlined are complied with, but if ignored they may prove a menace. 


OUR OPPORTUNITIES. 


The opportunities of the American Federation of Labor are that it may become a grand and 
powerful organization, fulfilling its great mission to bring the working people into the various 
organizations of the trades, to assist in the amelioration of their conditions, to raise mankind 
to a higher level, aspiring to a nobler civilization. It depends mainly upon the legislation of this 
convention. 

It is noticeable that a great reaction and a steady disintegration is going on in most all or- 
ganizations of labor which are not formed upon the basis that the experience of past failures 
teaches, namely, the benevolent as well as the protective features in the unions. There are 
times when the labor organizations are in no position to take a decisive stand in defense of 
the toilers, and apart from any considerations of humanity, the fact that the benevolent features 
of organization keep the members within the union is all- important to the permanency of the 
Unions and the consequent protection in all times that organization affords. I can scarcely find 
language strong enough in which to impress this fact upon your minds. 


MUTUAL HELP. 


Then again, in calling your attention to the disintegration going on, it tecomes the duty of 
the unions to mutually assist each other when necessity for the same ari: Let us demon- 
strate to the working people that their hope is not lost, that we propose “to practically help 
each other; and we shall restore confidence in the organization of labor and arrest the reaction 
which must otherwise even affect or overwhelm us. 





WE MUST ADVANCE. 


I am keenly alive to the fact, and it is patent to all observers, that there are many ills from 
which the working people of our country suffer. Laws that are passed frequently being of a dis- 
criminating character against those who possess nothing but their power to labor. It seems to 
me that the trades unions, apart from their work of attending to the matters of wages, hours 
of labor and unjust conditions of that labor, should more largely encompass their thoughts and 
actions in entering into the sphere and affairs of government. 

It seems to me that we have a right to demand legislation in the interest of the wage-worker 
who form so large a majority, and certainly no unimportant factor to the well-being of our 
country. 

The platitudes of our statesmen are hardly sufficient to lull us into a fancied happiness 
when we feel the real grievances we bear, and are conscious of the wrongs heaped upon us. 


THE FEDERATION AND THE KNIGHTS. 


There is no conflict necessary between the trades unions and the Knights of Labor. (Ap- 
plause.) It is in the history of trades union movement, i. e. at the formation of the old Fede- 
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ration of Organized Trades and Labor Unions of the United States and Canada, at Pittsburg, 
in 1881, that the Knights were there largely represented. Let us hope that the near future 
will bring them back to the fold, so that all having the grand purposes in view, as understood 
and advocated by the American Federation of Labor, may work for their realization. There are 
none too ignorant to do the cause of labor service; there are none too intelligent who should 
not try. (Applause.) 

here are several subjects matter upon which it becomes my dvty to report, but deeming what 
I have already said sufficiently extended, I shall confine myself simply to the statement of a few. 


TYPOGRAPHIA, 


Early in the year the German-American Typographia made complaint that the Philadelphia 
Tageblatt had dealt unfairly with their members. ‘1ney askea tne nxecutive Council to issue 
a boycott against that paper. The Executive Council instead, instructed the President to enter 
into correspondence with the publishers, which resulted in the matter being left to the arbitration 
of the Executive Council. An amicable settlement satisfactory to both parties was effected, and 
the Philadelphia Tageblatt has since been a union office. 


IRON MOLDERS. 


The Iron Molders Union of North America found themselves some months ago attacked 
throughout the entire country by their employers, whose object seemed the destruction of 
the union; during the period of greatest danger, in the name of the Federation I tendered them 
the financial as well as the moral support of the trades unions. I am pleased to state that be 
fore it became necessary to call upon the unions to come to the aid of the Molders their trouble 
had been settled. 


BREWERS. 


The Executive Council were called upon by the Brewers’ National Union to endeavor to 
effect a settlement between their members on strike in Philadelphia and their employers. The 
conditions for an amicable adjustment were upon the point of being achieved when some evil 
disposed persons interfered, neutralized our efforts and prevented its accomplishment. 

here are a number of other matters of more or less importance to which your attention is 
invited, contained in the records. 


OUR NAME. 


During the past few months an effort has been made to confound the name of our organiza- 
tion with another, which really has no connection or affiliation with it. Even among many of 
my correspondents and our labor press they seem to forget that the title of our organization is 


‘THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR.” 


I am forced to make this statement by too many misnomers applied to us, often connecting us 
with matters with which we have no concern. 


REVENUE. 


During the year the fact has been forced upon my attention that the cause of several of the 
National Trades’ Unions not being actually affiliated with the Federation is due to the pres- 
ent per capita of one-half cent per member per month, being to their mind too high. While I 
differ with that opinion, believing as I do that the best results cannot be accomplished unless 
a sufficient revenue is at hand to perform the duties required of your officers, yet the fact 
that objections exist to the what is termed too high per capita demanded by the laws of the 
Federation, and I recommend that you give this subject earnest consideration to first make 
the tax less onerous and yet sufficient for your Executive Council to perform their duties properly. 

find that on the formation of the State Branches of the Federation, many Federal lane 
Unions and Local Unions pay a per capita to the former and entirely ignore the parent body. 
~ bn Hag your duty to investigate this matter and make such provisions as you may deem most 
advisable 

Owing to the fact that the Constitution only went into effect on March 1st I found myself in 
a peculiar predicament, charged with the duty of immediately after the convention entering upon 
the duties of the office of president, and devoting my efforts to the Federation. There was no 
money in the treasury to buy stationery, pay salary or publish the official journal, the pay- 
ments of organizations having mostly been made during the latter part of the year. I, however 
set to work in the best way possible under the circumstances. 


OFFICIAL JOURNAL. 


In June last I issued the official journal which per resolution of the Executive Council was 
named the Union Advocate. As its editor I have studiously avoided the publication of objec- 
tionable matter, and while there has been no attempt at elegance, I have endeavored to make it 
what the Constitution calls for and its name signifies, an advocate of trades’ unions. 

It would be obviously unjust were I to close this report without mentioning the fact that 
being placed in the position above indicated, Cigarmakers’ Union, No. 144, of New York city, 
cheerfully assisted me by giving me an office in their establishment for the whole year free of 
charge, and placing all their facilities at my disposal. 

As is well known to you a little more than a month ago seven men were awaiting the 
execution of the death sentence in Illinois. The courts of the State and County had adjudged 
them guilty of a crime which prescribed the death penalty, the only power that stood between 
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them and death was vested in the Governor of that State. These condemned men boasted that 
they were Anarchists, but claimed that they were prompted in their acts (whatever they were) 
to benefit the whole working class. I deem it almost unnecessary to say to you that I am no 
Anarchist nor have any sympathy with or love for anarchy (Applause), its methods or its teach- 
ings, the calumnious statements of a few journals to the contrary notwithstanding. But I found 
a strong feeling prevailing among thousands that the condemned men were about to be executed 
in defense of the right of free speech and free assemblage and that if they were executed 
they would die martyrs to the cause of labor. As the representative of a greqt labor ogan- 
ization I was called upon and entreated to say a word, first, to save them from death, and 
second, to deprive their movement of the food upon which all spasmodic movements exists,— 
martyrdom. 

Believing that no harm could come to our organization I wrote a letter to the Governor and 
appealed to him in the interest of humanity, and to prevent an impetus being given to violent 
revolutionary movement, to extend clemency to these misguided men. I am opposed to capital 
punishment under all circumstances, (Applause), and in this case I acted from a dual motive 
of which the latter was not the least. 

In the language of the poet let me say, that 


“We yield to none in earnest love 

Of Freedom’s cause sublime: 

We join the cry “Fraternity!” 

We keep the march of time, 

Order, Progress, Truth, 

The cynic he may sneer, 

The bad deny—but we rely 

To see their triumph near. 

No widow’s groans shall load our cause, 
Nor blood of brethren stain 

We’ve won without such aid before, 

And so we will again.” (Loud applause.) 

A copy of my letter as well as a type-written stenographic report of my speech to Governor 
Ogiesoy is herewith submitted. 
CHARTERS HELD IN ABEYANCE. 


A number of applications for charters against the issuance of which protests have been made 
are referred to you - consideration. I take this occasion to say that no charters have been issued 
to any body of men by the Executive Council when protests against the issuance of the same have 
been entered. 

CONCLUSION. 


And now in conclusion I would say to my colleagues of the Executive Council that I have 
often sorely felt the lack of opportunities for consulting with them in consequence of the vast 
distances separating us, frequent correspondence with them, however, has furnished me with many 
valuable suggestions for which today at the close of my official term I beg to tender my heart- 
felt acknowledgments. 

To the trade unions of the entire country and their able champions and defenders, without 
whose aid and co-operation my humble efforts would have been comparatively ineffective, I beg to 
tender my sincere thanks for their assistance, courtesy and kindness. 

To you, my Fellow Delegates, I would remark that upon you rests the continuity and im- 
provement of the structure so ably founded. Let your deliberations be marked by the earnestness, 
the sincerity, and the courtesy due to men who have a common and a noble purpose to serve, so 
that the work of organizing, disciplining, and educating the vast hosts of labor may be accelerated, 
and may you be inspired by the confidence that in a few short years we shall have the satisfac- 
tion of witnessing the grand economic and social transformation for which the whole past history 
of our race has been one long, gradual preparation. Then; and then only, will be fully appreciated 
the full significance of the proud motto of the American Federation of Labor. 


Labor Omnia Vincit! 


The reading of the report was received with Committee on Rules—Edward LL. Daly, 
intense and prolonged applause. Chairman Henry Emerich, J. H. Burtt, Harry Ogden. 
Weihe ordered it to be referred to the appro- Committee on Resolutions—P. F. Fitzpat- 


priate Cpmmittee on Report of Executive rick, Chris Evans, Fred Haller, J. T. Eliott, 
Council. Mr. Weihe retired from the chair Louis Riege. 


in favor of President Gompers. Committee on Finance—John Kane, Robert 
On motion, the Convention took a recess for Swallow, Edward Finkelstone. 

ten minutes to enable President Gompers to Committee on Report of Executive Council— 

select the various committees. lL. ‘W. McDaniel, Joseph Wilkinson, Samuel 


Goldwater. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. The Committee on Credentials next reported 


After ten minutes’ recess, the Convention unanimously in favor of accepting the cre- 
came to order, whereupon the following com- dentials of the Progressive Tailors, and on 


mittees were announced by the President: motion Mr. Fred Rubenkonig was added to the 
Committee on Constitution—Wm. Weihe, Oll of delegates. 
P. J. McGuire, John McBride, R. H. Met- On motion, the Convention then adjourned 


calfe, James Duncan. to meet December 14, 1887, at 10 A. M. 
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SECOND DAY.—Morning Session. 


Concordia Hall, Kirchner, Elliott, Holland, Daly, Marden and 


“ Shipley. 
Baltimore, Md., December 14, 1887. di ‘ . 
A quorum being present, the Secretary read 


The second day’s session of the American the minutes of yesterday’s session. After a 
Federation of Labor was held in Concordia few minor additions, the minutes were adopted 
Hall. President Gompers called the Conven- as read. 
tion to order at 10 A. M. All the officers at Moved, to go into executive session to hear 
their proper stations. Roll call showed the the financial report of the Treasurer, G. Ed- 
following absentees: J. S. Kirchner, Pender monston. Carried. 

Wilkinson, McDonnell, McDaniel, Dillon, Mr. ‘Edmonston then read his financial re- 


Burtt, Kenney, McSweeney, Orem, A. M. , port. 


REPORT OF TREASURER. ‘ 
Baltimore, December 12, 1887. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Baltimore Session of the A. F. of L. 


Gentlemen:—I herewith submit my report of the finances of the Federation during the year 
ending Novembér 30, 1887. 

In submitting it, it is necessary for me to state a simpler system of conducting the finances 
was apparent at the beginning of the year owing to the fact that the President and Treasurer were 
a by considerable distance. 

The Executive Council met at Philadelphia on April 11, 1887, and authorized me to advance 
such sums to the President as might be found necessary for him to conduct the business of his 
office properly, I to take his receipt temporarily, and exchange the same at the close of the month 
for a regular order and on vouchers for such expenditures. 

The Executive Council also decided that all moneys from the affiliated organizations should 
be sent to the President, and he to transmit to me all sums over one hundred dollars. 

he President has been in the habit of keeping the individual accounts between the organi- 
zations composing the Federation and consequently has had better opportunities of promptly no- 
tifying the proper officers of any neglect or delay in transmitting the funds. Again, the practice 
of keeping two separate accounts were thought to be a better protection to our officers in case of a 
loss by accident or otherwise. 

While no thought of dishonesty pervaded the minds of any member of the Executive Council, 
yet a due regard for the sacredness of the trust reposed in us led us to the conclusion that a 
strict and rigid financial system is the only safety of a organization. 

In closing my official relations, I beg leave to extend my sincerest thanks to my associates, the 
members of the Executive Council, for uniform kindness and assistance in the discharge of my 
official duties. 
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a AR FP Rae eee 5 00 
Bakers’ National Union, P.C. 60 ,00 
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Oct. 28. 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 1. 
Nov. 3. 
Nov. 9. 
Nov. 1o. 
Nov. 16. 
Nov. 17. 
Nov. 25. 
Nov. 26. 
Nov. 30 


Nore:—C. F., 
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Tailors’ Progressive Union, 
Wotkt  caid ve raee onkas 5 

Brotherhood Carpenters, etc., 
de sine twhaw sen ie Aa 12 

Textile Prog. Union of N.A., 
LEC sArkibheek hon kee 4 
Til. “Miners” Prog. Un., P.C. 16 
Ill. Miners’ Prog. Un., P.C. 14 
Sub. to Union Advocate.... 2 

Jour. Tailors’ Nat’l Union, 
ace. 6 Ob 1k WO RRe eae 5 

Organ, “Makers’ Nat’l. Union, 

Ohio Miners’ Aml.  ‘Assn., 

LS Sere een ee 30 
Operators and Tailors, P.C.. I 
Muskegon Barbers, P. C.. 
Internat’l Furniture Work- 

CS Ak ae ree 28 
Clothing Pressmen’s Union, 
Architect 1 ¢ ornice : Makers, 
Phila. Central Union, D. F.. 10 
a ig spel Trade Union, 

RO Oe re eee 9 
Clevel and Central Lab. Un- 

OO Se Ce eee 

Hod Carriers, Pottstown, Pa., , 
Manes tacesetee cubes b 5 

Taiions* Prog. Union, P.C.. 4 

Cosmopolitan Workmen’s As- 

WOE BE Cock ccccecs 

$2,100 


Charter lee. 








EXPENDITURES. 

Sa Sou ie a Ntaa ye ate cake ewe 7 
ee SCUERAESS DS ROCRCewecacdeeue . 7 
POUND: OMG occ csi ccs'ccscce c 
Clore hite arid help: ......06ccscsccce 88 
MMIBR Dae ivce Siebcescencnadre 9 
MEME ccusees CeveUeCbncneheess 498 
Stationery CRCRATECREAL KedR 6 eK aS SO 17 
ME CHENG eo Caheceeausewewecuee 6 
DR Gat Ada VGuEES eee heer iis 10 
MOR ees cous hea vesles ¢keaca 2 
E. M. PINCZOS, GETVICES. 6.6.66 6.0000 0006 6 
Advertising in Columbus, O......... i 
C. Balz, rent of hall:............1.. 1 
Seal, 7 

Stove, Semeber and Tateres Laieceneces 
UE NN 05g ards's x carne ac hkvad se "] 
Five wood cuts CGDSIEVED) occ cccccce 9 
J. S. Kirchner, services............. 6 
Cost of heading of Union Advocate. 7 

P. J. McGuire, expressage of office ma- 
NR MG. oh sare Katoiek cred cus 9 
S. Gompers, expenses to Philadelphia 5 
G. Edmonston, expensesto Philadelphia 15 
S. Gompers, expenses to I. T. U. . 
Convention, Buffalo, N. Y...... 52 

S. Gompers, expenses to New Jersey 
i a oar ae ee 2 

J. W. Smith, Springfield, Ill., attend- 
ing E. ¢ PEPER TT eee 89 
Ss. Gompers, attending E. C 10 

Charter fee returned Musical Prot, 
MRM Sc Lo ae ccus: cccasvedkeen sc 5 
Charter fee returned Pattern Makers. 5 
RE SE GIEOD 9's n oc wkbs 8 Vine adeses 2 

Ss ~~ ers, traveling to Paterson, 
PUP LETS EL OE CeO ee I 


5s * 


Baltimore, Md., hiring 


00 
43 


87 
oo 
06 
oo 
00 


10 


oo 


oo 


oo 
oo 


5 


34 


P. C., per Capita. 


oo 


Convention hallo... sesesecss $ 300 
Commission for advertisers.......... I 50 
ROREE: Saciects none ecateennnaveae $2,074 39 
Cash on hand Nov. 30, 1887.. 25 95 
SOM total oc cccccccesescsescce’s $2,100 34 
Signed, G. ED MONSTON, 
Treasurer. 


On motion, the report was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

S. Barend moved that we do now rise from 
executive session, and take up in open ses- 
the consideration of the credentials of 
the Journeymen Shoemakers’ Protective Un- 
ion No. 1, of New York. Mr. Gompers called 
Mr. McBride to the chair, whereupon Mr. 
Gompers made a statement in regard to the 
case of the Shoemakers. 

After a lengthy discussion on the advisa- 
bility of public and open sessions, it was de- 
and to rise at 


sion, 


cided to have open sessions, 
once from executive session. 

Mr. Daley moved that during the considera- 
tion of the case of the Shoemakers’ Union, the 
reporters of the daily press be excluded. Car- 
ried. 

THE CASE OF THE NEW YORK SHOEMAKERS. 

President Gompers ordered the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to introduce Mr. Robert Sheldon, dele- 
gate of the New York Journeymen Shoemak- 
ers’ Union No. 1, to make full explanation of 
the case of his union. 

George Block, in order to open the question, 
moved that a charter from the Federation be 
granted Shoemakers’ Union No. 1. The priv- 
ileges of the floor were then granted to Mr. 
Sheldon, who made an explanation of the ac- 
tion and position of his organization. 

Amendment was offered that the case be 
placed in the hands of the Executive Council, 
with power. 

After a prolonged discussion pro and con, 
the prevjous question was ordered. 

A motion was made to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. Lost. Ayes, 29; nays, 23. 

The question recurred on the original 
amendment, to refer the subject to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. Tost. Ayes, 21; nays 27. 

The original motion, a charter to 
the Shoemakers’ Union No. 1. Lost. Ayes, 
10; nays, 36. 

The reason for refusing to grant a charter 
is that the Federation is opposed to the ad- 
mission of any organized body that will not 
live up to laws of its own making, and fur- 
thermore, the Federation will not encourage 
scabbing in any form. 

It was decided that the Secretary and two 
members of the Executive Council be appointed 
as a Press Committee. 


to grant 
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On motion, it was unanimously decided to 
raise the executive sessron, and to open the 
doors to the reporters and the public. Execu- 
tive session raised. 

The chair decided the report of the Com- 
mittee on Rules to be next in The 
Committee on Rules reported. (See report be- 
low.) 

Mr. Ogden moved that in Rule rr, as re- 
ported by the committee, the words “in the 
same session,’”” after the word “made,” be 
stricken out. The previous question was called 


order. 
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for. President Gompers notified the delegates 
that the adoption of the question 
carried with it the killing off of all unadopted 
amendments. Previous question withdrawn. 


previous 


The question recurred on the report of the 
committee as amended. <A motion to adjourn 
was then made, and withdrawn, to give place 
to a motion that the report of the Committee 
on Rules be until 2:30 P. M. The 
motion to lay over was adopted. 

On motion the convention adjourned until 
2:30 P. M. 


laid over 


SECOND DAY. —Afternoon Session. 


At 2:30 P. M. the Convention reassembled, 


with President Gompers in the chair. Call of 
roll showed the following absentees: Fitzpat- 
rick, Metcalfe, Daley, Marden, Rubenkonig, 
McDaniel, Ogden, Wiener, Seusser, A. M. 


Kirchner, McSweeney and McDonnell. 

On motion the absence of J. P. McDonnell, 
of the New Jersey State Federation, was ex- 
cused. 

The special order of the session being the 
report of the Committee on Rules, the report 
of the Committee was then taken up and read 
seriatim. 

The report of the Committee on Rules, after 
various amendments, was adopted as a whole, 
and reads as follows: 


RULES AS ADOPTED. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Conven- 
tion: 
Your Committee on Rules hereby present the 
following rules for the government of the ses- 
sion: 


1. The time of the meetings of the Congress 
shall be as follows: On the first day, to as- 
semble at noon; on other days at 9 A. M. 
Adjourn at 12. Reassemble at 2, and adjourn 
at 6 P. M., and at the appointed time the chair- 
man shall call the Congress to order. 

2. During the hours of meeting, no delegate 
will be allowed to leave the room, unless on 
special business. 

3. Every delegate, when he rises to speak, 
shall respectfully address the chair. While 
speaking, he shall confine himself to the ques- 
tion. 

4. Should two or more rise to speak at the 
same time, the chair shall decide who is en- 
titled to the floor. 

5. No delegate shall interrupt another in his 
remarks, unless to call him to order for words 
spoken. 

6. If a delegate, while speaking, be called to 
order, he shall, at the request of the chair, take 
his seat until the question of order is deter- 
mined, when, if permitted, he may proceed 
again. 

7. A delegate shall not speak more than once 
on the same subject or question until all who 


wish to speak shall have had an opportunity to 
do so; nor more than twice without permis- 
sion from the house; nor any longer than five 
minutes at one time, without permission. 

8. A question shall not be subject to debate 
until it has been seconded and stated from the 
chair, and it shall be reduced to writing at the 
request of any member. 

9. When a question is before the house, no 
motion shall be in order, except to adjourn, 
for the previous question, to postpone indefi- 
nitely, to postpone for a certain time, to di- 
vide, to commit, or to amend, which motions 
shall severally haye precedence in the order 
herein arranged. 

1o. A motion to lay on the table shall be 
put without debate. 

11. A motion for a reconsideration shall not 
be received, unless made by a delegate who 
voted in the majority, and shall require a two- 
third vote. 

Any delegate who shall misbehave him- 
self in the meeting, or disturb the harmony or 
order thereot, either by abusive, disorderly or 
profane language, or shall refuse obedience to 
the presiding officer, shall be admonished of 
his offense from the chair, and if he offend 
again, he shall be excluded from the room for 
the session, and afterward dealt with as the 
Congress may determine. 


13. Any delegate who may not be present 
when the last name on the roll has_ been 
called, shall be marked absent by the Secre- 


~ 
All questions not herein provided for 
shail be decided according to Cushing’s Manual. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1. Roll call of officers and delegates. 
2. Reading minutes of previous day’s ses- 
sion. 
3. Report of Committee on Credentials. 
4. Reports of officers. 
§. Reports of regular committees. 
6. Reports of special committees. 
Unfinished business. 
8. New business. 
9. Election and installment of officers. 
10. Good of the Federation. 
eee the Committee, 
EDWARD L. DALEY, 
HARRY M. OG DEN, 
J. H. BURTT, 
HENRY EMRICH, 
HUGO MILLER. 
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L. W. McDaniel, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Report of Executive Council, asked 
for the reference of certain parts of the report 
to three additional special committees. After 
some discussion amendment was offered that 
the Committee on Reports of Officers be in- 
creased from three to nine. On motion the 
amendment prevailed, the original motion hav- 
ing been withdrawn. 

Communications were then called for. The 
following letter was then read: 


GREETINGS FROM ENGLAND. 


Dear Sir:—I have received your letter and its 
enclosures dated the 18th inst, with great 
pleasure. 

have read the resolutions passed at the 
First Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and am much pleased to see 
the solid, sober and thoroughly practical views 
on the labor question expressed in them, es- 
pecially the determination to keep up trade 
unionism on its old foundation as opposed to 
some policies that are now being advocated for 
mixing it up with other movements. 

I sincerely hope that your meeting in Decem- 
ber will re-affirm the principles previously de- 
clared and that trade unionism may increase 
and prosper in the United States. 

If the resolutions I have named are to be 
taken as indicative of your general views and 
policy, I do not think we can offer you any 
advice, as you do not need it. 

I entirely reciprocate your sentiments as to 
the friendly association between the labor par- 
ties of the Old and the New Worlds, and shall 
be very pleased to do all in my power to pro- 
mote this desirable object. 

We propose holding an International Trade 
Union in London in November, 1888, and if 
the American unions decide to be represented, 
they may depend upon receiving the heartiest 
welcome. 

Kindly convey to the delegates assembled at 
your Convention the most kindly sentiments 
of sympathy from their English brethren in the 
labor movement. I am, 

Yours very truly, 


HENRY BROADHURST, Secretary. 


To Samuel Gompers, President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


On motion, the communication was ordered 
to be spread on the minutes, and referred to 
the Committee on Resolutions. 

Letters were read from the Russian-Ameri- 
can National League, and the National Typo- 
graphical Union of France. Received and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Resolutions. 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS’ TROUELES. 

A telegram from Louis Herbrand, National 
Secretary of the Brewers’ National Union, was 
received, announcing trade troubles among the 
journeymen brewers of Milwaukee, and asking 
the Federation to take immediate action on 
the subject. On motion, the telegram was 
received and referred to a special committee of 


three, consisting of Messrs. Riege, Applehagen 
and Block. 

A communication from the New Haven 
Trades Council, regarding local Councils and 
State Federations. Received and referred to 
the Committee on Constitution. 

Harry M. Ogden, delegate of the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union, offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was received with tu- 
multuous applause: 


THE NEW YORK “SUN” BOYCOTT. 

WHEREAS, By what we believe harmful 
legislation of certain labor organizations, an 
attempt has been made to injure the standing 
of the New York Sun; 

WHEREAS, That institution has been faith- 
ful in all its relations with the local and In- 
ternational Typographical Unions; therefore 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor hereby declare the New York Sun 
an office above reproach in its fairness to as- 
sociated union labor. 

Moved, the rules be suspended for the adop- 
tion of the above resolution. Objection was 
raised on the ground that to suspend the rules 
to pass resolutions would furnish a bad pre- 
cedent. The motion to suspend the rules was 
lost, and the resolution took the usual course 
and was referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 

President Gompers announced that Mr. W.R. 
Cremer, of London, England, one of the 
Arbitration Delegates of the British House of 
Commons, was in waiting in the ante-room, 
and desired to address the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, the rules were 
suspended and the privileges of the floor were 
extended to Mr. W. R. Cremer. Messrs. 
Weihe and Fitzpatrick were appointed a com- 
mittee to conduct Mr. Cremer to the platform. 

The following letter from Halley Stewart, 
M. P., a colleague of Mr- Cremer, was read 
previous to Mr. Cremer’s address: 


LETTER FROM HALLEY STEWART, M. P. 


Washington, D. C., Dec. 8, 1887. 

My Dear Sir:—I greatly regret that I am 
unable to accept your kind and courteous invi- 
tation to attend the annual Convention at Bal- 
timore on the 13th instant. 

It would have given me sincere pleasure to 
make the acquaintance of the delegates of the 
American Federation of Labor, and to ex- 
change views with them on the claims of labor 
and the claims of arbitration. The two ques- 
tiohs e not distantly related. In the Old 
World, at any rate, by far the greater burden 
of war sane upon the laborirfg classes, whose 
toil furnishes the sinews of war while its lasts, 
and the interest of war debt when the strife is 
over, and the main body of the heroes who are 
offered in sacrifice on the war altar erected by 
the stupidity of monarchs and statesmen. The 
people can bring this cruel war system to an 
end. We of the old country have come to you 
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of the new country because you have set us a 
better example. The working classes of Great 
Britain and the Continent of Europe are groan- 
ing beneath military burdens which are a dis- 
grace to civilization, a libel on religion and the 
curse of mankind. And we have come to your 
people, who have adopted a more excellent 
way, to ask you to join hands with us in cre- 
ating a new tribunal which shall be so strong 
in moral force that the despotism of statecraft 
shall be shattered by its power. 

Yours sincerely, 

HALLEY STEWART. 
Samuel Gompers, Esq. 


Communication of Mr. Halley received and 
ordered spread on the minutes. 


REMARKS OF MR. W. R. CREMER. 


Mr. Cremer, who is a trade-unionist, then 
addressed the Convention as follows: 


Mr. President and Fellow-Workingmen— 
Workingmen is the title I like to address you 
by; for, though a member of Parliament, still 
in my heart I am a workingman. We had in 
the last Parliament twelve members who went 
from the mines and factories to represent the 
people in Parliament. It was a new revelation 
to the privileged classes. The aristocracy didn’t 
understand it, and began to regard it as the 
beginning of the end. Home rule in Ireland 
has my hearty support, and all the working- 
men in Great Britain’s House of Parliament 
are Home Rulers. (Applause.) We hope to go 
on increasing the number of workingmen in 
Parliament until the workingmen in Great Brit- 
ain take their popes position. What appears to 
us so strange is that so few of you—the work- 
ingmen—are represented at Washington. We, 
in view of your general franchise, thought one 
hundred or more, at least, of workingmen 
would be in Congress. (Applause. ) It is a 
marvel to us that it is not so, and we go back 
as ignorant of the cause as we came. But we 
hope the time will come when you will be so 
represented. I don’t know how it is with you, 
but my experience for twenty years shows the 
necessity of workingmen being represented in 
legislative halls. Most of the members of Par- 
liament are clad in fine linen, were born with 
silver spoons in their mouths and have been 
buyers of the commodity of labor. It is there 
the great social problem will have to be settled 
—in legislative halls. I am a trades unionist. 
I retain my connection with them, and keep in 
active touch with workmen so that my sympa- 
thies won’t’ be cooled. An important question 
in England is that of 


SHORTENING THE HOURS OF LABOR. 


“T was at the convention at Swansea, where 
arrangements were made for a great interna- 
tional convention to be held shortly. The great 
question will be to reduce hours to eight. We 
have succeeded in reducing hours to nine, with 
a half holiday on Saturday. All over Europe is 
a great desire for less hours. This question 
will have to be settled at this Convention in the 
coming fall. The question how it will be done, 
whether by public opinion and moral influence 
or otherwise, will be settled. I hope the Amer- 
ican Federation will be represented at that con- 
vention. I am much pleased to speak to 
this representative body. I regret that my 


colleagues have all returned to the old country, 
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and I am left somewhat like the last rose of 
summer. 

“The object for which we came to this coun- 
try is arbitration between nations. You can 
hardly understand how important to us is the 
war question. Possibly you can realize it when 
I tell you that during the last hundred years 
four dollars out of every five which the British 
workman has paid in taxes has been absorbed in 
war institutions, and paying war debts. As 
workmen we desire to arbitrate our differences, 
and so, we think that nations ought to arbi- 
trate their differences. We shall, therefore, be 
glad for you to influence your representatives 
at Washington to frame a treaty of arbitration 
between the two English speaking nations. Two 
hundred and thirty-three members of the Brit- 
ish Parliament agree to co-operate in referring 
difficulties to arbitration. You ask why we didn’t 
go to France and Germany. I am sorry to 
say the people of France are still led by the 
nose by so-called statesmen, and they tell the 
people ‘they must increase the army to prevent 
invasion. So, crafty statesmen there go on in- 
creasing their army. By-and-bye, they may see 
things as clearly as you do. But, in the mean- 
time, we come to you to assist us in bringing 
about international arbitration. We want to 
lead the van in this great arbitration movement, 
and we want to prove to continental Europe 
that it is eminently practical for England and 
the United States to enter into an arbitration 
treaty. If you are desirous of helping the 
people of the Old World out of their terrible 
condition, you will bring to bear upon the poli- 
ticians your influence for arbitration, and the 
treaty the twelve members of Parliament came 
across the ocean to accomplish will be made, 
and future generations will bless us.” 


IN SYMPATHY WITH ARBITRATION, 


President Gompers then said: “I think I re- 
flect the sentiments of the delegates when I say 
we are in sympathy with the arbitration move- 
ment. I think it is not from a want of patriot- 
ism that we say we are opposed to destroying so 
many of the world’s producers in war. I have 
no doubt this Federation will take some meas- 
ares to aid you, Mr. Cremer, and we trust the 
day will not be far distant when, in truth and 
fact, we shall have a federation of the world 
and the brotherhood of man.” 

Mr. Cremer then retired. 


RESOLUTIONS READ AND REFERRED. 


The presentations of resolutions was next 


declared in order. 


Geo. G. Block—No. 1. In regard to police 
interference at public meetings of workingmen. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Geo. G. Block—No. 2. To organize Bakers’ 
Unions. Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Joseph Wilkerson—No. 3. A resolution 
against having two local or national trade or- 
ganizations in the same jurisdiction. Referred 
to Committee on Resolutions. 

O. A. Seusser—No. Urging adoption of 
eight-hour workday. Referred to Committee on 
Resolutions. 

Julius Wiener and Edw. J. Pender—No. 5. 
To denounce the action of the New York Ball- 
room and Barkeepers’ Association in its outra- 
geous employment of non-union men. Referred 
to Committee on Resolutions. 

Wm. Mullen—No. 6. To print name of 
American Federation. of Labor on all circulars, 
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etc., of affiliated bodies. Referred to Committee 
on Resolutions. 

O. A. Seusser—No. 7. House Bill, No. 11,185. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

A. Seusser—No. 8. House Bill No. 11,186. 
The bills 11,185 and 11,186, one introduced in 
the House of Representatives to prevent specu- 
lation in the coal lands and to relieve the labor- 
ing classes and to improve their condition by 
the incorporation of trade unions. Referred to 
Committee on Resolutions. 

McBride—No. 9. Against admitting into 
the Federation any union which has been sus- 
pended by any national or international organi- 
zation. Referred to Committee on Constitution. 

Louis Riege—No. 10. State charters. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Constitution. 

Joseph Wilkinson—No, 11. Changes in Con- 
stitution. Referred to Committee on Constitu- 
tion. 

Wm. Martin—No. 12. Against resolutions of 
sympathy and in favor of practical help. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Resolutions. 

H. Emrich—No. 13. Changes in Constitu- 
tion. Referred to Committee on Constitution. 

H. Emrich—No. 14. In favor of independ- 
ent political action. Referred to Committee on 
Resolutions. 

H. Emrich—No. 15. Changes in Constitu- 
tion. sxeferred to Committee on Constitution. 

E. L. Daley—No. 16. To encourage all wnion 
—, Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Trapper—No. 17. To endorse the label 
of the ‘U mbrella, Pipe and Cane Workers. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Resolutions. 








REPORT ON MILWAUKEE BREWERS TROUBLES. 


The special committee of three on the Mil- 
waukee Brewers’ case reported as follows: 


WHEREAS, The Local Union No. 9 of 
Journeymen Brewers and Malsters, a_ Local 
Union affiliated with the National Brewers’ 
Union, in their endeavor to help the Malsters 
of the commission malt houses of Milwaukee to 
obtain a fair and acceptable scale of wages, ask- 
ing only $60 per month, while the brewery malt 
houses pay from $70 to $78 per month, hav 
been refused recognition by the Beer Brewers’ 
Association of Milwaukee, and, 

WHEREAS, The Beer Brewers’ Association 
of Milwaukee has refused to confer with a rep- 
resentative of the National Brewers’ Union in 
regard to a peaceable settlement by arbitration; 
be 





it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to the 
Second annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, assembled at Baltimore, 
December 13, 1887, pledge our moral support 
to the Local Union No. 9, of Milwaukee, by 
advising our constituents throughout the coun- 
try to abstain from the use of all Milwaukee 


3eer, and all beer brewed from Milwaukee scab 
malt, until Local Union No. 9 of Milwaukee has 
been recognized by the Beer Brewers’ Associa- 
tion of that city, and their just demands ac- 
ceded to 
RESOLVED, To take similar action in simi- 
lar a as having occurred since, in othe1 
cit ie 
RE ‘SOLVED, That we appeal to each and 
every labor organization in the country to adopt 
resolutions, demanding of their members to ab- 
stain from the use of the beverage from the 
above designated breweries. 
*. APPLEHAGEN, 
GEORGE BLOCK, 
LOUIS C. P. RIEGE 





Moved that the report of the committee be 
adopted as read. Amended that it be referred 
for enforcement to the incoming Executive 
Council. After a long debate on the question 
of boycotts in general, the amendment was then 
put to a vote and adopted. , The motion as 
adopted was next placed before the Convention, 
and the report of the Committee was then 
adopted by a majonty vote and referred for en- 
forcement to the incoming Executive Council. 

James H.-. Nutt moved that no resolutions 
except those of a general character be enter- 
tained after this day’s session. Amended to 
read “after twelve o’clock noon to-morrow.” 

The amendment prevailed by a vote of 33 ayes 
to 8 nays. The motion as amended was adopted. 

President Gompers announced the following 
six persons as an addition to the Committee on 
Report of the Executive Council, viz.: John S. 
Kirchner, John A. Orem, William Mullen, 
Thomas Holland, John H. Kenny, and Joseph 
Shipley 

The following supplemental resolutions were 
then offered and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions: 

Edward Finklestone—No. 18. Cigar Makers’ 
Suaeamaea Union Label. 

William Mullen—No. 19. In favor of com- 
pulsory education and that the science of gov- 
ernment be taught in public schools. 

An invitation to attend the annual ball of 
the Journeymen Brewers’ Union of Baltimore 
was read and accepted. 

On motion, adjourned to meet December 15, 
1887, at 9 A. M. 
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THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 


Concordia Hall, 
Baltimore, Md., December 15, 1887. 


The convention was called to order promptly 
at 9 A. M., President Samuel Gompers in the 
Chair. 

Roll-call showed as absentees: Linsi, Ed- 
monston, Fallis, McBride, Holland, Pender, 
Elliott, Daley, Marden, Wilkinson, McDaniel, 
Ogden, Ackermann, Applehagen, McSweeney 
and Swallow. 

Minutes of the second day’s session were 
read and adopted. 

On motion, Mr. Shipley was excused from 
steady attendance owing to ill health. 


Mr. Block moved the Convention extend a 
cordial invitation to Prof. Richard Ely, of 
Hopkins University to attend the sessions of 
this Convention. 

Communications were read from the Stereo- 
typers’ and Electrotypers’ Union No. 1, of New 
York, protesting against admission of the New 
York Stereotypers’ Association to the Federa- 
tion; from the Tobacco Workers’ Union No. 1, 
of Detroit, Mich., asking assistance of the Fed- 
eration to organize the tobacco workers of 
America. Both communications were ordered 
to be received and filed. 


Telegrams were read from J. P. McDonnell, 
Paterson, N. J., regretting inability to attend, 
and sending greetings to the Convention; from 
John Wheeler, President, and Wm. North, Sec- 
retary of the Denver Trades Assembly, extend- 
ing sympathy of the Denver Trades Assembly 
to the work of the Federation. The telegrams 
were received and ordered filed. 


A letter was received from the Boiler-makers’ 
International Union explaining the absence of 
the delegate elected by their society, owing to 
sudden illness. 

A letter from Isaac Wood was read request- 
ing the privilege of the floor as a representa- 
tive of the Eagle Publishing Company, of New 
York. 

On motion of Mr. 
was granted. 

Mr. Wood stepped to the platform and ex- 
plained that the association he represented is a 
co-operative society, started for the purpose of 
publishing a daily labor paper in New York 
city, and he urged upon the Convention the im- 
portance of aiding the enterprise. 


Finklestone the privilege 


On motion, the Convention recommended the 
delegates to bring the subject to the attention 
of their members. 

The introduction of resolutions was then de- 
clared to be in order, and resolutions were of- 
fered as follows and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 


FURTHER RESOLUTIONS READ AND REFERRED. 


J. S. Kirchner—No. 20. Chinese Immigra- 
tion. Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Schillig—No. 21. Employment of U. , 
bands. Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Fi Yo. 22. Political action. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Pender—No, 23. Oyster culture. 
to Committee on Resolutions. 
Daley—No. 24. Shoemakers’ 
Referred to Committee on Labels. 
J. Meloy—No. 25. Incompetent masters 
of vessels. Referred to Committee on Reso- 





Referred 


labels, etc. 


lutions. 
Edward Daley—No. 26. Douglass shoes. 
Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Edward Daley—No. 27. Thanks to Press. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Wilkinson—No. 28. Smuggled clothing. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Jas. Duncan—No. 29. The Blair Educational 
Bill. Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

O. A. Seusser—No. 30. Progressive Tailors’ 
label. Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Jas. Duncan—No. 31. New York Tribune 
boycott. Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

T. A. Trimbath—No. 32. In regard to or- 


ganization. Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Ed. Finklestone—No. 33. Indorsement of 
labels. Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Geo. Block—No. 34. Organization on the 
Pacific Coast. Referred to Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 


Hugo Miller—No. 35. German Printers’ la- 
~ Referred to Committee on Labels. 

O. A. Seusser—No. 36. Label of tight work 
Coopers. Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Mr. Block asked for information in regard to 
the work of the local Federation on the Pacific 
Coast, and requested that every effort be made 
fo strengthen that Federation and bring it 
within the A. F. of L. 

The following communication was read from 
Hon. Martin A. Foran, Congressman from 
Ohio: 

CONGRESSMAN FORAN’S LETTER. 
House of Representatives. U. S., 
Washington, D. C., December 14, 1887. 
Mr. Somuel Gompers, Baltimore, Md.: 


Dear Sir and Friend—Your note reached me 
some days ago. I fully intended to be with you 


on Tuesday, but yesterday morning my wife 
so ill that I could not 
she is not much better yet. 


was taken suddenly ill, 
leave the city; 
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This trouble disorganized me considerably, so 
that I forgot to telegraph you. I am very sorry 
indeed, that I was prevented from going over, 
for all my sympathies are with you and_ the 
organization over which you preside. I have 
always regarded the Trade Unions as the corner 
stone and sheet anchor of the Organized Labor 
of the United States. We can always rely and 
fall back upon the organized trades. Every 
labor organization, of course, which seeks the 
betterment of the toilers’ condition is to be 
commended; but unfortunately, there is always 
trouble and difficulty when the politician and 
non-producer obtains entrance into a labor or- 
ganization. We have not found out just where 
the line should be drawn. For the present, I 
am strongly of the opinion it should be drawn 
at the wage worker. I will watch your proceed- 
ings with great interest. I have faith and con- 
fidence in your organization, and in the wisdom 
and discretion of those who compose it. I trust 
much good will result from your meeting. 
fours, etc., 


M. A. FORAN. 

Communication of Congressman Foran was 
ordered received and spread upon the minutes. 

On motion it was resolved to create a commit- 
tee of three on labels, boycotts and organization. 

Mr. Wilkinson was called to the Chair. 
President Gompers announced the appointment 
of the following: 

Committee on Labels, Boycotts and Organi- 
zation—Daniel McLaughlin, Hugo Miller and 
J. H. Mahoney. 

All resolutions relating to labels and boycotts 
were referred to this committee. 

Committee on Credentials reported that the 
following telegram had been presented as cre- 


dentials of E. W. Oyster as delegate of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union: 

Nashville, Tenn., December 14, 1887. 
H. M. Ogden, Eutaw House: 

I hereby appuvint E. W. Oyster as delegate to 
Federation of Labor. 

WM. AMISON, Pres’t I. T. U. 

The Committee on Credentials unanimously 
reported unfavorably on the above credentials, 
on the ground that said credentials do not ap- 
pear in proper form. 

After a long discussion, Mr. McGuire moved 
that the reception of E. W. Oyster’s creden- 
tials be deferred until the receipt of credentials 
signed in proper form by the President and 
Secretary-Treasurer of the International Typo- 
graphical Union. Carried by a vote of 29 ayes 
to 11 nays. 

Motion was made to reconsider the vote just 
taken; motion made to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. Motion to lay on the table 
prevailed. 

Mr. Haller offered Resolution No. 38, in re- 
gard to internal revenue tax on cigars. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Committee on Report of Officers asked for 
further time. 

Mr. McBride offered Resolution 39, in regard 
to memory of the late Thos. A. Armstrong. 
Referred to committee. 

Moved to take a recess until 2: 30 P. M. in 
order to give the committees time to work. 
Carried. 

Recess taken until 2: 30 P. M. 


THIRD DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The Convention was called to order promptly 
at 2:30 P. M. by President Gompers. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and 
the President and all the officers were found at 
their posts. Absentees, Holland and Marden. 

The Committee on Constitution announced 
itself ready to report. Mr. Weihe, Chairman 
of the Committee, read the report as a whole, 
and it was then ordered to take it up seriatim 
and that all future reports shall take the same 
course. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION. 

The Convention then proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the report. The Preamble was 
first read. 

Mr. Block offered an amendment to the third 
clause of the Preamble, “We therefore recog- 


nize the necessity of the existence of a thor- 
ough Federation, etc. 

Mr. Wilkinson offered an amendment to add 
at the end of the third clause the words: ° “‘or- 
ganized under the trades union system of or- 
ganization.”’ 

Mr. Burtt offered a substitute to strike out 
in the first line of the second clause of Pream- 
ble the two words “and Labor” and to strike 
out all words after the word “Trade” in the last 
or third clause of Preamble so to have none 
but Trades Unions connected with the Feder- 
ation. . 

After a very long and interesting debate, a 
motion was made to close the debate. The 
Convention then proceeded to vote on all the 
motions in their regular order. Mr. Burtt’s 
substitute was lost, Mr. Wilkinson’s amend- 
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ment was then adopted. The question recurred 
on Mr. Block’s original amendment. Mr. 
Block’s amendment was lost. The Preamble 


as amended by Mr. Wilkinson was then read 
and adopted. 
Mr. Fallis offered an amendment to Article 


1, Section 1, as to defining the composition of 
the Federation. Lost. 

J. S. Kirchner offered an amendment to Ar- 
ticle 4 Sec. 2, as follows: 

No organization shall be entitled to repre- 
sentation unless such organization has applied 
for, and obtained a charter at least one month 
prior to the Convention, from the President of 
the Federation. 

Mr. McDaniels moved to amend Mr. Kirch- 
ner’s amendment to read ‘“‘certificate of mem- 
bership” instead of “charter.” Mr. Kirchner 
accepted Mr. McDaniels’ amendment. The 
question recurred on Mr. ’s amend- 
ment, embracing Mr. 


Kirchner 
McDaniels’ amendment. 
The amendment was then adopted by a vote ot 
26 ayes to 16 nays. 

Mr. Burtt moved to amend Section 1, Ar- 
ticle 4, by adding: 

Provided that this does not imply that repre- 
sentation shall be had by Local Trades Assem- 
blies or Central Labor Unions. Lost. 

Mr. McB ride moved to insert after the word 
“organization”? and before the word 
line 3, section 2, “in connection with the Fed- 
eration.” 

Mr. Holland amended, with .consent of Mr. 
McBride, to read “‘connected with the Federa- 
tion.”” Adopted. 

President Gompers called Mr. 
the chair. 

Motion was made to amend Sec. 1, Art. 6 of 
the Report of the Committee, so to strike out 
the words “small monthly circular,” and insert 
the words After a very 
lively and instructive discussion the question 
was put to adopt the amendment, and on vote 
the amendment was lost by a large majority. 

Moved that the rules be suspended and the 
time of adjournment of this session be ex- 
tended to 7 P. M. Carried. 

Mr. Isaac B. Miller moved that Sec. 


“shall” in 


McDaniels to 


“a monthly journal.” 


1, Art. 


6, of the report of the Committee be amended 
to read “$1,000 per year,” 


instead of ‘$1,200 
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per year” for President’s salary. Amendment 
lost by almost a unanimous vote. Isaac B, 


Miller alone voting in the negative. 

Mr. Wm. J. Dillon offered a further amend- 
ment that the word ‘‘monthly” be stricken out, 
and the word “quarterly” be substituted, ana 
also add “‘to be issued February 28, May 31, 
August 31, November 30.” Mr. Dillon’s 
amendment prevailed. 

Mr. Edward I. Daley moved to add to Sec. 
2, Art. 6: “and additional 
copies as may be ordered and paid for by any 
with this Federation.” 


such number of 
organization connected 
Adopted. 

On motion, Sec. 3 was adopted as reported 
by the Committee. 

Art. 7, Sec. 
any justifiable boycott,” 


Wm. 


3 was reported with words “in 
be stricken out. 


Martin offered the following substitute: 


VIII. 


Section 1. No International, Local or other 
Union connected with this Federation, shall re- 
ceive any financial aid or support from the 
treasury thereof, during a strike or lockout, un- 
less it can be shown by the proper authorized 
officers, that the strike laws of the Union or 
Unions applying for financial aid have been 
strictly complied with, 

Sec. 2. In case of lockouts or legalized 
strikes, as per section 1 of this article, the Sec- 
retary of this Federation, upon application by 
the officers of any of the bodies connected 
therewith, shall, through the general officers of 
the organizations comprising this Federation, 
and in no other manner, call for an assessment 
for an amount not exceeding five (5) cents per 
member, per week, such assessment to remain 
in force until such time as the strike or lockout 
for the support of which the assessment was 
called, is won or declared off by the Union or 
U nions involved. 

Sec. 3. Any organization connected with this 
Federation, not complying with the call for an 
assessment for the support of strikes or lock- 
outs, within thirty days, shall be suspended, 
and such suspension shall be removed and the 


STRIKES AND LocKoutTs.—ARTICLE 


suspended organization reinstated, only upon 
the full payment of its arrearages. 
Sec. 4. Accompanying a call for an assess- 


ment shall be a circular from the Secretary of 
the Federation, giving a detailed account of the 
strike or lockout. 
The substitute occasioned a prolonged debate. 
On motion, the Convention adjourned at 7 


P. M. to meet December 16, 1887, at 9 A. M. 
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FOURTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Concordia Hall, 
Baltimore, Md., December 16, 1887 

At 9 A. M., sharp, President Gompers’ gavel 
fell, and the roll call showed as absentees: 
Block, Finklestone, Riege, Linsi, McBride, Mul- 
len, Trimbath, Holland, Fitzpatrick, Metcalfe, 
Appel, Morrison, Pender, Elliott, Wilkinson, 
Rebenkonig, McDaniels, Ogden, A. M. Girch- 
ner, Hasson, Goldwater, McKinney, Schillig 
Swallow. Most of these delegates were at- 
tending to committee duties. 

The minutes of the third day’s session were 
read and adopted. 

A communication was read from San Fran- 
cisco, as follows: 


THE EVILS OF CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 
San Francisco, December 8, 1887. 
To the President and Members of the American 
Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen—Though but a small part of your 
grand organization, we feel that we are entitled 
to your consideration, and will unquestionably 
receive it if our request be just and moderate. 

We would desire to call your earnest atten- 
tion to the iniquities at present existing with 
regard to the enforcement and execution of the 
Chinese Restriction Laws. 

According to the statement of Judge Hoff- 
man, of the U. S. District Court, and endorsed 
by Judge Sawyer, of the U. S. Circuit Court 
and Judge Sabin, of the U. S. District Court 
of Nevada, it is impossible to exercise any kind 
of close judgment in their execution. Im- 
mense numbers of Chinese are landed on fraud- 
ulent certificates, of which no less than 15,000 
are supposed to have been issued. Such as 
have no certificates upon arrival, are landed on 
habeas corpus, and when the time for trial 
comes or arrives, others who have lived here 
for some years are substituted, and are there- 
fore in a position to answer all questions with 
reference to previous residence. Chinese who 
leave here with a genuine certificate, sell it in 
China, and return here without, claiming to 
have left here before the Restriction Laws were 
enacted. 

Hundreds of Chinese girls are brought here 
for the purposes of prostitution, bought in 
China for coin and sold here in Chinatown in 
markets especially for that purpose. They are 
instructed as to what they must say before they 
come here; they are always made to be the 
wives of some Chinamen who are hired by the 
slave ring to swear to that effect. This system 
of slavery is much worse than was the negro 
slavery as it existed in the South. The girls 
so sold are the absolute chattels of their pur- 
chasers, and are forced to live a life of shame, 
without hope, unless some Chinaman buys her 
as his wife. The press here is unanimous in its 
denunciation of this terrible state of affairs, 
and pressure will be brought to bear to have 
the laws so altered that fraud will be impossible. 








Judge Hoffman, who, as the presiding Judge, 
admits the impotency of the existing laws, rec- 
ommends that the issuance of certificates should 
cease, and Chinamen who leave shall not be 
permitted to return. This we most heartily sec- 
ond, though we have no reason to be friendly 
disposed to the Judge, as we hold he has been 
most unfair, if not dishonest in his decisions. 
We would therefore urge upon you to use all 
your influence to have a law having the fore- 
going proposition as an object enacted, and to 
furthermore assist in all other legislation that 
would have a tendency to rid us of this terrible 
evil of Coolieism. 

We will be pleased to furnish such informa- 
tion to your Committee as they may call for, 
and hoping that your deliberation may be fruit- 
ful and bear good results, we are most 

men yours, 

HER) GUTS cea 

CHARLES GRAMBARTH, 

HERMAN KULIES 

J. R. HOENES, 

TONY B. HONKOMP, 
Committee of Union No. 228 of S. F. C. M. I. 

of America. 





The consideration of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Constitution was resumed. The dis- 
cussion on Mr. Martin’s substitute then pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr. Robert Swallow was called to the chair. 

Mr. J. S. Kirchner amended and embraced 
an amendment of Mr. McSweeney so as to 
read: “That the substitute offered by Mr. 
Martin shall be referred to a popular vote of 
all the members of the organizations affiliated 
with the Federation, and that the said above be 
reported to the next annual Convention. 

Mr. Wm. D. Dillon offered the following 
amendment: ‘When this question is referred 
to the different unions of this Federation, no 
law in the Constitution shall be so construed as 
to prevent that portion of the trades unions 
who desire to enforce a compulsory assessment 
upon their employed members from doing so, 
for the support of the striking members of their 
union.”” Mr. Dillon’s amendment was lost. Mr. 
Martin’s substitute was then referred by a ma- 
jority vote, to be reported on at the next Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Mullin moved to insert in Sec. 3, Art. 6, 
the words “of the organizations connected with 
the A. F. of L.” after the word “help” in the 
fourth line. Adopted unanimously. 

Mr. J. S. Kirchner moved to non-concur in 
report of committee striking out the words ‘“‘in 
any justifiable boycott.’’ Motion adopted. 

Mr. Wm. Martin offered an amendment to 
Sec. 3, Art. 8, to add at close of sentence 
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“when such arrearages are fully paid.”’ Adopted. 

Mr. Edmonston offered an amendment to 
Sec. 6, Art. 8, to read: 

“The funds of the Federation shall be banked 
under the supervision of three Trustees, who 
shall be selected by the Executive Council, and 
residents of the same city as the Treasurer. 

he Trustees shall report quarterly the amount 
so banked, and no money shall be paid out only 
in conformity with the rules laid down by the 
Executive Council.’”? Adopted. 

Wm. Martin moved to amend Sec. 8, Art. 8, 
to add on first line of Executive Council the 
words ‘or speakers engaged by them.” Car- 
ried. 

L. Riege, 
“which — shall 
Adopted. 

G. Edmonston rose to a question of privilege 
and asked for an investigation of the slanders 
circulated by the rejected Washington delegates 
in the streets and lobbies against his standing 
as a union man. Motion made to appoint a 
committee of three to investigate. Carried. 
The motion was then reconsidered and unani- 
mously lost on the ground that the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters had sole jurisdiction over Mr. 
Edmonston’s actions in the trade. 

J. S. Kirchner to amend Art. 9, Sec. 5, to 
read ‘“‘provided such body is connected with or 
willing to join the A. F. of L.” 

Mr. Block offered an amendment mandatory 
on the affiliated bodies to insert a clause in their 
Constitutions compelling the local bodies to join 
Central Labor Unions. Ruled out by President 
Gompers as an interference with the guaranteed 
autonomy of the organizations. 


amend Sec. 4, Art. 9, to add 
accompany the application.” 
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Mr. Wilkinson, amend to insert: 


“But no Local Union shall be admitted to such 
bodies when not connected with the National or 
International Union of the trade, if such ex- 
ists.”” Lost. 

McLaughlin, to insert “they may” instead of 
“it shall be their duty.” Carried. 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Kirchner. Mr. Kirchner’s amendment was 
lost. The report of the Committee as amended 
by Mr. McLaughlin was adopted almost unani- 
mously. 

G. Edmonston moved a supplementary sec- 

tion to be Section 6: 
_ “The Executive Council shall have power to 
increase the salary of the President to an 
amount not exceeding $300, when the income 
shall justify such increase.” Lost. 

Geo. Block was called to the chair, while the 
foregoing motion was put. 

J. S. Kirchner moved to insert a new article 
as Article X. 

“There shall be elected by the Convention 
a General Organizer, salaried annually, whose 
duty shall be to organize new anions. and at- 
tach the same to the new National Unions now 
or hereafter in process of formation, and who 
are or become affiliated with the A. F. of L., 
the same to receive such remuneration and in- 
cidental traveling expenses as provided now for 
speakers appointed by the Executive Council.” 

Mr. Finklestone moved to amend to strike 
out “General Organizers” and insert the words: 

Such special organizers as may from time to 
time be deemed necessary and warranted by 
the condition of the funds.” 

The hour of 1 P. M. having arrived, the Con- 
vention took a recess for dinner. 


Adjourned to meet again at 2:30 P. M. 


FOURTH DAY.—Afternoon Session. 


At 2 P. M., promptly, President Gompers 
called the meeting to order. All officers pres- 
ent. Absentees: Linsi, Orem, Emrich, Mullen, 
Hugo Miller, Ogden, Appel, Goldwater. 

Communication from Jas. Bartley, Amster- 
dam, N. Y., asking for uniform label for all 
union goods. 

The Convention resumed consideration of 
the question of organizers, and the motion of 
Mr. Kirchner was lost by a vote of 14 ayes to 
35 nays. 

Motion to adopt Art. A, Sec. 1, as amended 
by committee, to strike out all after the word 


“and” at end of second line, so as to not re- 
quire a general vote of the societies affiliated 


on the adoption of the Constitution of the Fed- 
eration. The question was put to the Conven- 
tion, and on a show of hands the motion was 
carried by a majority vote. The call of the 
roll was asked for by a sufficient number of 
delegates, and the Secretary proceeded to call 
tHe roll, which showed 36 ayes in favor of 
striking out, and 19 nays. 

The motion to strike out, not having the nec- 
essary two-thirds vote, was declared lost. A 
motion to reconsider the vote just taken was 
made, and on a ruling of the Chair that it re- 
quired a two-third vote to strike out, an appeal 
was taken. Mr. McSweeney was called to the 
Chair, and the decision of the Chair was re- 
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versed by a vote of 28 to 26. Moved to strike 
out all of Sec. 1, Art. X, line 2, after the 
word “vote.” Carried by vote of 38 to 15. 

Prof. Richard T. Ely was then escorted to 
the platform, and addressed the Convention at 
considerable length. 

After Prof. Ely had concluded, the consider- 
ation of the Constitution was resumed. 

It was moved to strike out the old Constitu- 
tion and substitute the Constitution as reported 
from the committee and amended by the Con- 
vention. 
three dissenting votes being noted (For 
Constitution as amended see front pages.) 

3y unanimous consent, the words “certificate 
of membership” were ordered to be changed to 


Carried almost unanimously, only 


“certificate of affiliation.” 

Committee on Constitution discharged with 
thanks. 

On motion, the five minute rule was sus- 
pended, and the rule for speakers was fixed at 
two minutes. 

The regular order was taken up, and the 
Committee on Finance reported as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


Baltimore, Md., December 15, 1887. 
To the American Federation of Labor: 


Your Auditing Committee beg leave to re- 
ort that they have examined the report of the 
reasurer and books of the President and 
found them correct. We regret to state that in 
going over the books we found that several of 


the organizations represented in the A. F. of L. 
do not pay their per capita tax with the prompt- 


ness necessary to insure success in the proper 
carrying out of the en of this organization. 
(Signed) JOHN KANE, Chairman. 


EDW. FINKLESTONE, 
ROBT. T. SWALLOW. 

Report of the Committee on Finance was 
unanimously adopted as read. 

President Gompers asked unanimous consent 
to introduce Resolution No. 40, in regard to 
International Arbitration. Objection was offered 
by Mr. Holland, and then withdrawn to allow 
Mr. Jos. Wilkinson to offer the following 
amendment to Mr. Gompers’ resolution: ‘“‘We 
also extend our sympathies to the Irish people 
in their efforts for self-government, and con- 
demn the coercion policy of the British govern- 
ment toward the Irish people. The amendment 
was accepted, and with the original motion was 
referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. McDaniels asked unanimous consent to 
offer Resolution No. 41, in regard to Chicago 
Printers. _Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. / 

Mr. Daley moved that the delegates hand 
in the names and addresses of the chief officers 
of the organizations they represent, and that 
the Secretary insert the same in the printed 
proceedings of this Convention. 

The Committee on report of the Executive 
Council presented and read as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 


TRADES UNION CONFERENCE. 


Upon this part of the report your Committee would most earnestly recommend the election by 
the Convention of two delegates to represent the American Federation of Labor at the coming 
International Congress to be held in London, England. Your Committee holds to the maxim that 
the workers of the world must unite and consequently hails with delight the opportunity afforded 
this organization by the invitation extended to this body by the Secretary of the Trade Union 
Parliamentary Committee of Great Britain, Mr. Broadhurst. 


MACHINERY—STATISTICS—-HOURS OF LABOR. 


It is with regret that we see machinery largely taking the place of the mechanic and laborer, 
thereby compelling these men to walk the street and their families to suffer for the necessaries of 
life. Therefore in consideration of the continuous invention of labor-saving machinery, we deem 
it imperative that the hours of labor should be reduced so as to effect the displacement of manual 


labor and ensure employment for all workmen. 


STATE BRANCHES. 


On the question of State Branches and Federal Unions your Committee approve the report 
urging more active efforts looking to the formation of Local ‘and State Federations by organiza- 


tions now in existence. 


MUTUAL HELP. 


We submit that it is the duty of Trades Unions everywhere under whatever banner they may 
be enrolled to assist in the organization and upbuilding of local branches of other trades in their 
localities; therefore we approve the words of the Executive Council under the head of ‘‘Mutual 

elp,” and recommend that delegates urge their respective organizations to greater efforts in 


this direction in the future. 


LABOR LEGISLATION, 


We entirely agree with that portion of the Executive Council’s address advising that greater 


attention be paid to legislation by the members of the Federation. 


At present our members suffer 


greatly, not only from the enactment of unjust laws and the inefficiency of unenforced laws, but 
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also from the discriminating dispensation of the law. Laws that have been passed in the interest 
of the workingman are not enforced because he neglects himself to enforce them. Laws have 
been enacted by the support and countenance of workingmen, who were led to believe they were 
intended to benefit labor, which have proven its scourge; and we see the same system that relegates 
the involuntary tramp to a prison cell for stealing one dollar metamorphosed to atfow the escape 
of the distinguished thief of a million. We therefore recommend to all the membership the 
necessity of resorting to the use of the ballot and demanding of all candidates for public office a 
public pledge of support to the measures desired by them before voting for them. 


ATTITUDE OF THE K. OF L. 


The attitude of the Knights of Labor towards many of the trades unions connected with the 
American Federation of Labor has been anything but friendly, and while their declarations of 
principles advocates assistance to trades unions, their practices in many cases have been entirely 
foreign to those principles. While we agree that a conflict is not desirable on our part, we also 
believe that the party or power which seeks to exterminate the trades unions of the country 
should be met with unrelenting opposition, whether that power consists of millionaire employers 
or men who title themselves Knights of Labor. The Knights of Labor, during the last four years, 
have constantly and persistently declared that the trades unions must go, yet the absolute failure 
of that declaration is clearly seen in the almost unanimous demand among their own members for 
trade charters. We recommend the utmost resistance on the part of the Federation to all en- 
croachments upon its constituent bodies, irrespective of from whatever quarter they come. 


GROWTH OF THE FEDERATION, 


The wonderful numerical expansion of the Federation of Labor in the past year is due, we 
think to a combination of circumstances, of which the three following are the most prominent: First 
the workmen of the different trades have realized that the men who are employed in any particu- 
lar branch of industry understand the nature of it, and the difficulties connected with it, better 
than those who are acquainted with the trade, and have therefore resolved to join the organiza- 
tion that accords them the right of self-control. Secondly, the great strikes which have taken 
place within the past few years in connection with the Knights of Labor have made the members 
of that body discontented with the management of their affairs, as it has been customary to allow 
strikes involving tens of thousands of men to take place, and after their local funds were ex- 
hausted, order them back to work at the employer’s terms; and thirdly, there is a strong sentiment 
prevailing and rapidly increasing among workingmen, that open organization is the best form of 
organization, and that the time has arrived for the working classes of the country to demand the 
rights and privileges that the laws and constitution of this country confers upon them, and to 
assert the rights of labor openly and fearlessly. 


PHILADELPHIA TAGEBLATT. 


In the matter of the Philadelphia Tageb/att and the matter of the Iron Moulders’ troubles with 
their employers, we recommend that the action of the Executive Council be approved. 


DUES OF CENTRAL BODIES AND CHARTERS. 


We approve of the action of the Executive Council in fixing the yearly dues of the Central 
Labor Unions and Trades Councils holding charters of the Federation at ten dollars. 
We also approve of the action taken by the Executive Council in the granting of all charters 
during the past year. 


PHILADELPHIA BREWERS. 


In the matter of the Brewers difficulty, we approve of the course of the Executive Council and 
exceedingly regret that their almost successful efforts in —— of the men were frustrated by 
the selfish intrigues of the authorities in D. A., No. 1, K. of I 

“Respectfully submitted, 
. McDANIE i. 
JOSE PH WILKERSON, 


(Signed.) ' J. S. KIRCHNER, 
SAM. GOLDWATER, 
JOHN. OREN 


JOHN th RENNEY. 


The first recommendation, on motion, was  ,concurred in, and the recommendation to send 
adopted. delegates to England was voted down, for the 

Mr. P. J. McGuire moved to reconsider the reason that the Convention deemed it wiser to 
motion. It was decided to reconsider. Mr. first unite the labor organizations of America, 
Block moved a substitute, to recommend and _ before trying to unite with the workingmen of 
urge all organizations to send delegates if pos- Europe. 


sible; moved to strike out “‘two delegates” and The balance of the report was adopted seri- 
insert ‘‘one delegate.” Lost. atim and then adopted as a whole. 

The question recurred on the original re- 
port, and by an overwhelming majority, the ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


report of the Committee on this point was not Moved and seconded, that we now proceed 
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to the nomination and election of officers. Car- 
ried unanimously. 

President Gompers nominated two tellers 
and an inspector. 


Mr. Wilkinson rose and placed Mr. Samuel 
Gompers in nomination for President. 
Mr. McBride seconded the nomination. 


On motion, the Secretary was ordered to 
cast the ballot. Mr. Samuel Gompers was 
elected President, unanimously, amid great 
enthusiasm. 

For First Vice-President, Messrs. P. J. Mc- 
Guire, John McBride, and Dan McLaughlin 
were nominated. Messrs. McGuire and Mc- 
Bride positively declined. Mr. Dan. McLaugh- 
lin, after being urged to stand, was elected by 
acclamation. 

For Second Vice-President, Wm. Martin, 
Fred. Haler, Ed. Daley, Wm. Weihe, and J. H. 
Burtt were nominated. The latter nominees all 
declined in favor of the first named gentleman, 
and Mr. William Martin was elected Second 
Vice-President by acclamation. ‘ 

For Secretary, P. J. McGuire, Fred. Haller, 
J. H. Burtt, and J. Kirchner were nominated. 
Mr. McGuire declined, positively, on the 
ground that his duties to his own organization 
demanded all his time. Mr. Haller, Burtt, and 
Kirchner also desired to decline, and, on the 
unanimous request of the delegates, Mr. Mc- 
Guire consented to accept the nomination, and 


by a rising vote Mr. McGuire was declared 
unanimously elected Secretary. 

For Treasurer, Mr. G. Edmonston was nom- 
inated, but just previous to his nomination a 
scurrilous and abusive circular, in print, was 
circulated, signed by E. W. Oyster, attacking 
Mr. Edmonston’s character as a union man. 
The circulation of this circular resulted in the 
unanimous condemnation of the circular and 
its author. Delegate after delegate rose and 
expressed their indignation at the action of 
E. W. Oyster, and, on motion, by a rising vote, 
Mr. G. Edmonston was unanimously elected 
Treasurer. 

PLACE FOR HOLDING NEXT CONVENTION. 

On motion, it was ordered to proceed to a 
choice of the place of meeting of the next con- 
vention. 

Chicago, St. Louis, Pittsburg, and Toronto 
were placed in nomination. In the first ballot 
Chicago received 14 votes; St. Louis, 17; To- 
ronto, 12. Pittsburg, 10. Total, 53. No choice. 

Second ballot; Chicago, 20; St. Louis, 20; 
Toronto, 11. Total, 51. No choice. 

Third ballot: St. Louis, 30; Chicago, 20. 
Total, 52. St. Louis having received the larg- 
est number of votes was declared to be the 
place for holding the Third Annual Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L. 

On motion, the Convention ddjourned at 
8:20 P. M., to meet at 8 A. M., December 17, 
1887. 


FIFTH DAY.—Morning Session. 


Concorpia Hatt, 

3altimore, Md., December 17, 1887. 
At 8:15 A. M. the Convention opened, Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair, and all officers at 
their posts. On roll-call, 31 delegates were 
present. Absentees: Finklestone, Riege, Orem, 
Mahoney, McBride, Mullen, Trimbath, Em- 
rich, Holland, Kenney, Metcalfe, Appel, Morri- 
son, Pender, Eliott, Wilkinson, Rubenkonig, 
Miller, McDaniel, Trapper, Wiener, A. M. 
Kirchner, Shipley, Applehagen, Swallow. Read- 

ing of minutes dispensed with. 


Telegrams as follows were read: 


Baltimore, December 17, 1887. 
To Samuel Gompers, President Federation of 
Labor, care S. Barend, Howard House: 
D. A. 91, in session, send fraternal greeting 
to the Federation of Labor, in session at Balti- 
more, and appreciate the action taken relative 


. 


to the apvlication for a charter from your body 
by the Hanan scabs. Yours fraternally, 
ALEX. D. McDONALDSON, 
D. S. D. A. 91, K. of L. 


Telegram received and ordered filed. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOYCOTTS. 


The Committee on Labels and Boycotts next 
reported through its Secretary, Mr. Mahoney. 
The report is as follows: 


Baltimore, December 15, 1887. 


To the Officers and Delegates to the Conven- 
tion: 

Your Committee to whom was referred all 
Resolutions on Labels, etc., beg leave to make 
the following report: 

Having carefully examined Resolution No. 
16, offered by E. L. Daly; No. 17, by H. F. 
Trappers; No. 18, by E. Finklestone; No. 24, 
y E. L. Daly; No. 30, by O. A. Seusser; 

No. 33, by E. Finklestone; No. 35, by 
Miller: and No. 36, by A. Seusser, and 











28 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


finding that all the above enumerated resolu- 
tions bear on the same subject, viz., The rec- 
ognition and endorsement of Union Labels, we 
respectfully recommend “= ibe << of Reso- 
lution No. 16, offered by E. L. Daly as a sub- 
stitute for the whole. 


On Resolution No. 26, offered by E. L. 
Daly, your Committee recommends that the 
words “restrict as far as possible the sale of 


“refuse to pur- 
We 


be stricken out and the words 
chase the” be inserted and thus amended. 
recommend its adoption. 

On Resolution No. 31, offered by J. Duncan, 
your Committee report favorably. 

On the petition of James Bartley, of Amster- 
dam, N. Y., to adopt one universal label for all 
union made goods, we report unfavorably; for 
the reason that even if practicable—and we do 
not so deem it—that this body has no power to 
adopt a universal label for the organizations 
affiliated with it. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DANIEL McLAUGHLIN, Chairman. 
HUGO MILLER, 
J. F. MAHONEY, Secretary 


Mr. William Martin was called to the Chair, 
and President Gompers offered an amendment 
to Resolution 16, as follows: To insert in last 
line the words: 3y the National or Intér- 
national Trades Unions.” Adopted. 

Mr. Joseph Wilkinson offered an additional 
amendment, to read as follows: “But in the 
tailoring trade the label shall be used only in 
the manufacturing or ready-made clothing 
trade, and not on any custom-made garments.” 
Adopted. 

ACTION ON LABELS, 


Resolution 16, offered by E. L. Daley, as 
amended was unanimously adopted and reads 
as follows: 


WHEREAS, One of the greatest evils which 
confronts the labor organizations of the coun- 
try today, is the hostile influence of those per- 
sons who take the places of members of labor 
unions during time of strike or lockout; and 

WHEREAS, The manufacturers of goods 
made by such non-union help depend largely 
for their success on the patronage of the labor- 
ing men and women of the country; and, 

WHEREAS, Various labor organizations 
throughout the country have adopted union 
labels to be placed on union-made goods; 
therefore’ be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation pledge 
itself to do all in its power to promote and 
encourage the use of all labels owned or en- 
dorsed by .vational or International Trades 
Unions connected with this Federation. 


LIST OF LABELS ENDORSED. 


The following trades union labels were then 
endorsed and working people in general are 
asked to patronize all goods bearing said labels: 


The blue label of the Cigar Makers’ 
national Union. 
The yellow 
Shoe Workers. 

The white label of the Iron Moulders’ Union 
of North America. 
The Bakers’ label. 


Inter- 


label of the United Boot and 
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The Tailors’ 
made clothing. 
The National Tight Work Coopers’ label. 


Progressive label on all ready 


The label of the German-American Typo- 
graphia. 

The United Umbrella and Walking Stick 
Dressers’ Union. 


ACTION IN REGARD TO W. 
A. H. 


L. DOUGLASS AND E. 
BATCHELLER, SHOE MANUFACTURERS, 


offered by E. L. Daley as 
amended was adopted and reads as follows: 


WHEREAS, William IL. Douglas, a shoe 
manufacturer of Brockton, Mass., and the firm 
of E. and A. H. Batcheller, of North Brook- 
field, Mass., have publicly declared war upon 
the Lasters’ Protective Union, a trade union 
connected with this Federation, and have an- 
nounced that they will never employ members 
of said Lasters’ Protective Union; and 

WHEREAS, In so doing these firms become 
advocates and promoters of the “black list” sys- 
tem of preventing union men obtaining em- 
ployment, which we believe should at all 
times be met by labor organizations with the 
thost rigid retaliatory measures at hand; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, earnestly 
request all friends of organized labor, every- 
where, to refuse to purchase boots and snoes 
manufactured by the firms of William L. Doug- 
las, of Brockton, Mass., and E. and A. H, 
Batcheller & Co., of North Brookfield, Mass. 


AND 


Resolution 26, 


THE NEW YORK TRIBUNE. 


Resolution No. 31, offered by Jas. Duncan, 
was unanimously adopted as follows,, by a ris- 
ing vote: 

WHEREAS, The New York Tribune per- 
sists in opposing organized labor, by employ- 
ing non-union men; therefore 

RESOLVED, That we declare said New 
York Tribune to be unworthy of patronage of 
—. kind from friends of American working- 


me 

The labors of the Committee on Labels and 
Boycotts being completed the committee was 
discharged. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


The Committee on Resolutions then reported 
through its Secretary, Mr. Chris Evans, and 
after various amendments had been made and 
adopted, the reports read as follows: 


Baltimore, Md., December 13, 1887. 

‘lo the Officers and Members of the Second 

Annual Convention of the American Federa- 
‘tion of Labor in Convention assembled: 

Your Committee on Resolutions met on the 
above date and organized by electing P. J. 
Fitzgerald, Chairman, and Chris Evans, Secre- 
tary. After carefully considering the resolu- 
tions presented for our consideration beg leave 
to make the following report: 
No. 1.—THE ATTEMPTED BOYCOTT OF “THE NEW 
YORK SUN.” 


WHEREAS, By what we believe harmful 
legislation ot certain 


labor organizations, an 
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attempt has been made to injure the standing 
of the New York Sun; anc 

WHEREAS, The representatives of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union aver that the 
New York Sun has been faithful in all its rela- 
tions with associated union labor; be it 

RESOLVED, ‘luat the American Federation 
of Labor condemn such attempts as being cal- 
culated to injure rather than benefit the work- 
ing people. 

Adopted by a rising vote. 


No. 2.—NO POLICE INTERFERENCE WITH WORK- 
INGMEN’S MEETINGS. 


WHEREAS, There is a tendency prevalent 
on the part of those in power to curtail and in- 
terfere with the constitutional rights of the 
people: and 

WHEREAS, This tendency has so far been 
put into practice by the mayors and police off- 
cials of municipalities, by interpreting consti- 
tutional laws and rights in prohibiting public 
meetings, and by persecuting representatives of 
labor organizations; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we deeply deplore that 
the democratic spirit of the people of this coun- 
try, especially that noble spirit of resistance 
against tyranny and wrong exercised by the 
founders of our republic, is rapidly being re- 
placed by a spirit of anarchy on the part of 
those who should be the servants of the people; 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That we, as the representa- 
tives of organized labor of the country, view 
with alarm the apparent disregard of the con- 
Sstitutional rights of the people, and regard 
them as contrary to the spirit and genius of the 
institutions of our country, and against which 
we hereby enter our solemn and emphatic pro- 
test; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Federation hereby 
formally declares that it has no sympathy with 
other than lawful methods. 


Adopted amid intense enthusiasm. 


No. 3.—DUAL ORGANIZATIONS IN ONE TRADE. 


RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor deems it unwise for two _ local 
national or international organizations of any 
one trade to exist in the same jurisdiction, and 
advise the amalgamation of trades in such in- 
stances. The Executive Council is instructed to 
use all means in its power to accomplish this 
end. Adopted. 


No. 4.—THE EIGHT-HOUR WORK-DAY. 


Your committee recommends that as the sub- 
ject matter contained in this resolution was 
dwelt upon at some length in the President’s 
address, and believing that the Committee on 
Officers’ Reports will recommend something on 
this question, we deem it unnecessary to take 
any action on the question at this time. 
Adopted. 


No. 5.—SUSTAINING THE WAITERS,’ BAR-KEEP- 
ERS’ AND OYSTERMEN’S UNIONS. 


WHEREAS, The Ball-room and Park Pro- 
prietors’ Association of New York have locked 
out their waiters, bar-keepers and oystermen 
for no other reason than their loyalty to the 
principles of trade unionism; and 

WHEREAS, Said combination of employers 
have an article in their constitution, by which 
all persons desiring employment must apply 


to the secretary of the bosses’ association, who 
is charged with the duty of keeping a record of 
such persons, whereby all waiters, bar-keepers, 
and oystermen who are members of a labor or- 
ganization have their names placed on a so- 
called ineligible list, thus carrying on a most 
outrageous blacklisting of honest workingmen 
in the most systematic manner yet known in the 
labor movement; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor denounce the actions of such associa- 
tions as pernicious and offensive to the rights 
of American workingmen, and hostile to the 
— of American institutions; and, be it fur- 


"RESOLVED, That we call upon all lovers 
of justice to lend their aid to the Waiters,’ Bar- 
keepers’ and Oystermen’s Unions of New York 
in combating this tyrannous combination of 
bosses. 

Adopted by a rising vote. 


No. 6.—ADVERTISING THE FEDERATION. 


WHEREAS, There is apparent necessity 
for extending the principles and strengthening 
the numbers of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, It is necessary that some sys- 
tem should be adopted whereby the strength 
and name of the organization will be properly 
recognized; therefore, be it 

RESOL Vv ED, That this Convention recom- 
mends to all trade unions connected with the 
American Federation of Labor the printing ot 
the words, “American Federation of Labor,” 
immediately over the title of their trade union, 
on all circulars, documents, programmes, etc., 
so that this organization may be recognized by 
all trades unions as their chief representative 
body. 

Committee recommends that this matter be 
left optional with each organization connected 
with the American Federation of Labor. 
Adopted. 


No. 7.—GOVERNMENT AID TO TRADES UNIONS, 
AND No. 8.—SPECULATION IN COAL LANDS. 
On the bills referring to government aid to 

trades union co-operative enterprises and the 

yrevention of speculation in coal lands in the 

United States. 

Your Committee recommends that said bills 
be referred to the in-coming Executive Council 
for such action as they may deem advisable. 

The bills are as follows: 
49TH CONGRESS, 2D SESSION. H. R. 11,185. 

IN THE HOUSE OF —— 
FEBRUARY 14, 188 

Read twice, referred to the Conidae on La- 

sor, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Voorhees introduced the following bill: 

A bill to relieve the laboring classes and to 
improve their condition permanently. 


49THCONGRESS, 2D SESSION. H. R. 11,186. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FEBRUARY 14, 1887. 


Read twice, referred to the Committee on Mines 
and Mining, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Voorhees introduced the following bill: 
A bill to prevent speculation in the coal lands 
of the United States. 


NO. I2—PRACTICAL ACTION. 
WHEREAS, The strength of organized labor 
has been too often expended in declarations 
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and efforts not directly appertaining to the wel- 
fare of workingmen, and thereby those objects 
that require the best energies and influence of 
such organization have been affected detrimen- 
tally; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this Federation regard 
such declarations and efforts as extravagant ex- 
penditure of strength, and that hereafter cogni- 
zance be taken only of those practical objects 
which bear tangibly on the material advance- 
ment of the cause of labor. Adopted. 


NO. 14——CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. 


WHEREAS, The constantly increasing ten 
dency of the executive authorities is to arbitrar- 
ily use their power against the political and 
economical rights of citizens; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we caution the working 
people to more effectually guard their constitu- 
tional and economic rights. Adopted. 


NO. I19——-COMPULSORY EDUCATION, ETC. 


WHEREAS, The greatest barrier to the suc- 
cess of the masses in their struggle for the 
rights of labor and of man, has been, and is to- 
day, a lack of knowledge of the system of gov- 
ernment under which they live, and a conse- 
quent misunderstanding of the privileges ac- 
corded them by the enactment of some laws, 
and of the evils that sometimes result from 
the passage of other laws; and, 

WHEREAS, We recognize that the educa- 
tion of the people is the fundamental principle 
upon which the success of every proposed plan 
of social reform depends; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention of the 
American Federation of Labor recommend to 
the law makers of this country the enactment 
of compulsory education laws in the different 
states of the Union whereby parents will be 
compelled to send their children to school, so as 
to enable them to acquire an education ‘fitting 
them to become intelligent and important fac- 
tors in the regulation of the laws and the sys- 
tem of government under which they live; and, 
furthermore, that the science of government 
shall be taught in every public school in the 
United States. Adopted. 


NO. 18—FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH 
TRADE UNIONS. 


EUROPEAN 


Committee on Resolutions recommend the 
present friendly relations, through correspond- 
ence with European Trades Unions, be encour- 
aged and continued. Adopted. 


NO. I9—-THE EXTRADITION TREATY WITH RUSSIA, 


WHEREAS, The right of asylum for political 
offenses is, and of right should be, one of the 
most ae of American institutions; there- 
fore be 
RE SOL VED, That the American F. of L. in 
general convention assembled, do hereby make 
an earnest protest against the proposed extra- 
dition treaty between the United States and 
Russia, and denounce its intentions as unjust, 
cruel and cowardly toward a people struggling 
against a most terrible and cruel despotism, and 
we call upon the President of the United States 
to cease all negotiations with the Russian gov- 
ernment looking to this end. Adopted. 


NO. 20—-AGAINST CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 
RESOLVED, That we, the representatives of 
the American Federation of Labor insist upon 
the passage of an amendment to the present 
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law which shall more effectually restrict or pre- 
=— the immigration of Chinese into this coun- 


"RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
are hereby directed to rénder all the assistance 
possible to secure the passage of a law seeking 
the object above indicated. Adopted. 


NO. 2I—-EMPLOYMENT OF ARMY AND NAVY BANDS. 


RESOLVED, That the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States, in Con- 
gress assembled, that hereafter no enlisted man 
in the service of the United States, the army or 
navy, whether a non-commissioned officer, mu- 
sician, or private, shall be detailed, or permitted 
to leave his post to engage in any pursuit, busi- 
ness, or performance in civil life for emolu- 
ment, hire or otherwise, where the same shall 
interfere with the customary employment and 
regular engagement of local civilians in their 
respective arts, trades or professions. The 
American Federation of Labor heartily en- 
dorse above resolutions and earnestly request 
members of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States Congress to 
support the same. 

Committee recommends its adoption, and 
would further recommend that the organized 
workingmen of this country take no part in any 
demonstration where non-union bands are en- 
gaged. Adopted. 


NO. 23—-LEGAL REGULATION OF THE OYSTER 
TRADE. 

WHEREAS, The present spirit of competi- 
tion between the oyster packers of this country 
has a tendency to ruin that young and promis- 
ing industry; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, recommends 
to the Legislatures of those states having juris- 
diction over oyster domains, the passage of such 
laws as will prevent the taking up, packing or 
shipping of oysters that have not as yet at- 
tained a growth of three years; and be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the 
proper authorities in the state of Maryland, the 
enforcement of the law which regulates the use 
in measuring shucked oysters, of a nine-pint 
wine measure. Adopted. 


—EMPLOYMENT OF COMPETENT MASTERS OF 
VESSELS. 


WHEREAS, The coal transportation com- 
panies operating between the Atlantic ports, in 
their greed for wealth employ as masters of 
vessels persons who are incompetent, and also 
place under the charge of one person as many 
as ten crafts at times, thus endangering life and 
impeding navigation; be it 

ESOLVED, That it is the opinion of the 
American Federation of Labor that Congress 
should pass a law that each vessel shall have a 
master, and that no person be permitted to serve 
as’ master of a vessel who has not been exam- 
ined and whose capability to act as a master 
has not been established. 

Committee recommends that the resolution 
be referred to incoming Executive Council. 
Adopted. 


NO. 25 


NO. 29—THE BLAIR EDUCATIONAL BILL. 
RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
convention of the American. Federation of La- 
bor that the United States Congress should en- 
act into law the bill known as the “Blair Edu- 
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cational Bill,” at the earliest possible moment. 

Committee reports this resolution without 
recommendation, believing that the subject mat- 
ter contained therein is already provided for in 
another resolution on “compulsory education.” 
Report of committee adopted. 


NO. 34-——-THE SAN FRANCISCO FEDERATION. 


RESOLVED, That the incoming officers of 
this Federation be instructed to appeal to the 
local trades unions of San Francisco to join the 
Trades Federation of the Pacific Coast; 

RESOLVED, That the organizations of San 
Francisco be requested to continue to assist the 
bakers of their city in their desparate struggles 
for the attainment of their efforts. 

Committee recommends that the resolution be 
referred to the incoming officers. Report of 
committee adopted. 


NO. 38—THE INTERNAL REVENUE ON CIGARS AND 
TOBACCO. 


These resolutions were previously adopted by 
the general convention of the Cigarmakers’ In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, An agitation is being vigorously 
presented to abolish internal revenue on cigars 
and tobacco; 

WHEREAS, Experience has demonstrated 
that the agitation even of this subject has had 
the effect of keeping thousands of workers in 
our trade out of employment for months at a 


time; 

WHEREAS, The internal revenue system, 
so far, at least as it applies to the mz anufacture 
of cigars, has had the effect of developing it 
from a more sporadic calling into a fully estab- 
lished industry by which nearly 75,000 of our 
people earn their livelihood; 

WHEREAS, The abolition of the internal 
revenue on cigars would not benefit either pro- 
ducer or consumer by reason of its fractional 
bearing on ea cigar; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the representatives of 
the cigar ieee of the country, in convention 
assembléd, protest respectfully but emphatic- 
ally against any interference with the internal 
revenue on cigars 

RESOLVED, That should the agitation for 
the abolition of the internal revenue on cigars 
be prominently brought before the United 
States Congress, the International president be, 
and he is hereby directed to have petitions pro- 
testing against the same printed and_gratui- 
tously forwarded to local unions to be filled out 
and forwarded to Congressmen for their re- 
spective constituents 

RESOLVED, That the International presi- 
dent, with the advice and consent of the ex- 
ecutive board, shall appoint (providing it shall 
be deemed necessary) a committee to proceed 
to Washington and endeavor to secure the de- 
feat of the above measure. The organizers, or 
any of them may be appointed to perform this 
uty. 

RESOLVED, That the International presi- 

dent be, and he is hereby directed to take such 
action to aid the local unions and the committee 
provided for in the second resolution to prose- 
cute their work to a successful termination. 
._ RESOLVED, That the delegates to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor be and they are 
hereby instructed to bring this subject to the 
attention of the next session of that organiza- 
tion. 

Committee recommends the endorsement of 
the position taken by the cigarmakers as above 


stated, and that the incoming Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor render 
them all the assistance they can to accomplish 
the desired ends. 

Report of committee adopted. 


NO. 39——-MEMORIAL TO THE LATE THOMAS A. ARM- 
STRONG. 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor deplores the loss of Thomas A. Arm- 
strong, late of Pittsburg, Penn., and recog- 
nizes the fact that in his death American labor 
has lost an earnest and effective advocate, who 
through life was devoted to the principles of 
trades unions. 

RESOLVED, That this organization fully 
endorse the project now on foot to erect a mon- 
ument to the memory of the late sae 
champion of labor and founder of the National 
Labor Tribune. 

The committee recommends the adoption of 
resolution and would further recommend that 
this organization make a suitable donation to 
said monumental fund. Adopted. 


NO. 40——-INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION, 


WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. has been in- 
trusted with the solemn duty of defending the 
— interests of ‘the working people of America; 


"WHEREAS, The demands of the working 
people will never be fully heard in all their 
strength and nobility of aspiration until the na- 
tions of the world mutually agree to refrain 
from the fratricidal strife that has so often 
brought misery and desolation into many mil- 
lions of happy homes; and 

WHEREAS, The working class, the class 
that always has to bear the brunt of brutal war, 
has the most profound interest in the establish- 
ment and maintenance of peace. Therefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in con- 
vention in the city of Baltimore assembled, hails 
with deep satisfaction the arrival of a delega- 
tion from Great Britain and Ireland, charged 
with the task of proposing a treaty by which all 
questions which cannot be settled by ordinary 
diplomatic agency, may be referred to arbitra- 
tion; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of this con- 
vention be tendered to Wm. R. Cremer, M. P., 
for his able exposition of the objects of afore. 
said delegation before this convention. 

We also extend our sympathies to the Irish 
people in their efforts for self-government, and 
condemn the coercion policy of the British gov- 
ernment toward the Irish people. 

Adopted. 

Dillon, Holland and Wilkinson on record as 
opposed to any recognition of the English gov- 
ernment. 


NO. 41-——-CHICAGO PRINTERS STRIKE. 


WHEREAS, The action of the employing 
printers of Chicago in requiring printers apply- 
ing for work to sign a contract to sever all con- 
nection, and abstain from joining in future all 
trades unions, which contract is as follows: 

In consideration of one dollar in hand paid, 
and the prompt payment by............-..++- 
to me, on regularly established pay days, of 
such wages as may from time to time be agreed 
upon for my services, I pledge myself to have 
no connection with, nor membership in, nor pay 
dues to any Union or Association which shall 











have in view or attempt the annnetog out of any 
of the following objects, viz. 


. The regulation of wages, by scale or other- 
din: 
2. The dictation of who shall or shall not be 
employed in any printing establishment. 
The making of regulations to govern fore- 
men in the discharge of their duties. 


4. The regulation of the number or kind of 
apprentices. 

5. The making of rules which bind workmen 
to the action of a majority, whether by threat 
or otherwise, and which tend to interfere with 
a workingman’s right to earn wages. 

6. The making of rules, non-compliance with 
which illegally oppress and bring hardship to 
members of the craft. 

I especially renounce any connection and as- 
sociation with the Chicago Typographical Un- 
ion No. 16, of which I have been hitherto a 
member. 

I hereby agree, if I shall conclude to. again 
connect myself with said C. T. U., or join any 
Union or Association having any of the above 
objects in view to give........ teeeees written 
notice, sixty days prior to making such appli- 
cation for membership. 

It is understood that Associations for benevo- 
lent purposes, or for intellectual improvement, 
or Associations for the advancement of mem- 
bers in the Art of Printing, are not objected to, 
but encouraged by employers. 

POE nccances 5 see.. 

WHEREAS, This action of the employing 
printers of Chicago is a blow at trade organiza- 
tions generally; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the printers of Chicago 
are entitled to the active support of every or- 
ganization represented in this body. Adopted. 


NO. 42—-WAGES OF EMPLOYEES IN GOVERNMENT 
PRINTING OFFICE. 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor earnestly recommend the passage of 
the bill to restore the wages of the employees 
of the Government Printing Office, known as 
the ‘‘Foran Bill,’’ with the amendments recom- 
mended by the delegates from the International 
Typographical Union, viz.: 
50TH CONGRESS, IST SESSION. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr. Foran introduced the following bill: 


To regulate and fix the compensation of em- 
ployees of the Government Printing Office. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
ica, in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passage of this act the wages of printers, 
bookbinders and pressmen employed in the 
Government Printing Office shall be four dol- 
lars per day, except printers engaged upon 
piece-work, who shall be paid sixty cents per 
thousand ems for composition. The wages of 
all other employees in the Government Printing 
Office shall be increased in the same proportion 
as the wages of bookbinders, printers and press- 
men are increased by the provisions of this act; 
provided, that the pay of assistant foremen, 
proofreaders, makers up, clerks and _ other 
employees filling positions entitling them to ex- 
tra compensation, shall be adjusted by the Pub- 
‘ic Printer. 
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Sec. 2. That all laws or parts of laws in con- 
flict with the provisions of this act be, and the 
same are hereby, repealed. 

By unanimous consent the above Resolution 
No. 42 was offered by Secretary McGuire and 
adopted unanimously. 


THE UNIFICATION OF LABOR. 


RESOLVED, That we call upon all working- 
men to join the unions of their respective 
trades, and urge the formation of national and 
international unions, and the centralization of 
all under one head-—the American Federation 
of Labor. Adopted. 


LABOR’S GENERAL HOLIDAY. 


RESOLVED, That we further recommend 
the general adoption of the first Monday in 
September as ‘‘Labor’s General Holiday.” 


VOTE OF THANKS, 


RESOLVED, That we tender a vote of 
thanks to all the reporters of the press that 
have been with us during our convention, for 
the generous and impartial manner in which 
they have so fully reported the proceedings of 
our convention. Adopted by a rising vote. 

Ir. W. G. F. Price, a correspondent of the 
New York Daily Press, responded briefly by 
invitation of the convention. 

RESOLVED, That we tender a 
thanks to the mayor and the people of Balti- 
more; also to the Calumet Club and Brush 
Electric Co.; also to the Federated Trades 
Unions of the city and to all labor organiza- 
tions of Baltimore, for their kind and generous 
hospitality toward us during our stay in the 
city. Adopted by a rising vote. 

Signed by the committee 

Pate FITZPATRICK, Chairman; 
FRED HALL ER, 

T. Bids ." 
LOUIS ¢. RIEGE, 
CHRIS EV ANS, Secretary. 


On motion the report of the Committee on 
Resolutions, as amended, was unanimously 
adopted as a whole, and the committee dis- 
charged. 


vote of 


CONCLUDING WORK OF THE CONVENTION. 


Burtt moved an appropriation not to exceed 
$200 be donated to the Thomas A. Armstrong 
Association. 

Hugo Miller amended to add that a similar 
donation be granted the Monumental Fund of 
the late William H. Foster, ex-Secretary of the 
Federation. 

By unanimous consent, the motion and amend- 
ment were favorably referred to the newly 
elected Executive Council. 

During the discussion on resolutions Harry 
Ogden took the platform, and in a neat address, 
presented Secretary P. J. McGuire with a very 
handsome and valuable gold-headed cane, as a 
public testimonial from the delegates of the 
convention in recognition of the many years of 
service of Mr. McGuire in behalf of the labor 
movement. Mr. McGuire accepted the cane in 
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a trite speech, and President Gompers was or- 
dered to make a record of the gift in the offi- 
cial proceedings. 

Jos. Wilkinson asked leave to introduce a 
resolution bearing on the tariff question. Ruled 
out of order on the ground that the time for 
introducing resolutions had expired. 

Edward Daley moved the printing of the of- 
ficial proceedings be referred to the Executive 
Council to determine the cost and number of 
copies to be printed, and that one copy for each 
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delegate and three for each organization repre- 
senred be furnished free. 

Carried. 

After a few brief remarks from President 
Gompers, congratulating the delegates on the 
harmony of the convention, and the successful 
work accomplished, the Second Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor 
then adjourned to meet in Third Annual Con- 
vention at St. Louis, Mo., December 10, 1888. 

Adjourned sine die. 

















